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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  DURHAM. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County  Council  of  Durham. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  annual  reports  since  1939  have  been  produced  in  a shortened 
form  but  owing  to  difficulties  arising  from  war  conditions  it  has  not 
been  possible  hitherto  to  have  them  printed.  In  submitting  to  you 
reports  for  the  six  years  from  1939  to  1944,  I take  the  opportunity 
now  that  the  war  has  finished  of  reviewing  briefly  some  of  the  salient 
features  of  health,  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  county  during  these 
years. 


The  numbers  of  children  born  have  increased  steadily  and  in 
1944  the  birth-rate  was  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1930,  while  the 
proportion  of  stillbirths  which  had  remained  fairly  constant  before  the 
war  fell  by  a quarter  in  1944.  The  mortality  rate  in  children  under 
one  year  reached  its  lowest  recorded  level  for  the  county  (58  per  1,000 
live  births)  in  1942. 

The  ante-natal  clinics  have  been  used  on  an  increasing  scale 
and  additional  sessions  have  been  necessary.  The  demand  for  maternity 
beds  has  continued  to  grow  and  has  been  in  part  met  by  a number  of 
expedients. 

The  war,  as  was  anticipated,  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  and  venereal  disease.  The  annual  number 
of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  1944  exceeded  the  lowest  recorded  figure 
(in  1940)  by  30  per  cent,  the  increase  being  attributable  principally 
to  the  steep  rise  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  disease  in  females 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  25,  among  whom  the  number  of  cases  was 
130  per  cent,  higher  in  1944  than  in  1939.  The  death-rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  though  it  increased  in  the  early  years  of  the 
war,  fell  to  its  lowest  recorded  value  for  the  county  in  1944. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  syphilis  increased  by  25  per  cent, 
between  1939  and  1943  but  receded  slightly  in  1944.  Congenital 
syphilis  has  shown  no  substantial  variation.  In  the  case  of  gonorrhoea 
there  has  been  a slight 'reduction  in  the  actual  numbers  of  new  cases 
attending  the  treatment  centres. 

The  common  infectious  diseases  have  presented  no  serious 
problems  during  the  war.  The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria 
was  interrupted  by  higher  prevalence  in  1942  and  1943  but  was  resumed 
in  1944.  Scarlet  fever  has  shown  a relatively  low  incidence  and 
continues  to  be  of  a mild  type  with  very  small  mortality.  A few  small 
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outbreaks  of  food-borne  para-typhoid  fever  occurred  but  apart  from 
these  enteric  fever  has  occasioned  no  concern.  The  incidence  of  whooping 
cough  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  1941  while  measles  showed 
its  periodic  increase  in  and  around  the  winters  of  1940-41  and  1942-43. 
The  death-rates,  however,  from  both  measles  and  whooping  cough  in 
1944  were  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  county. 

Another  low  record  for  the  county  is  to  be  found  in  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  1944. 

Thus,  though  there  has  been  a wartime  increase  in  some 
diseases,  the  only  one  which  showed  a continuing  increase  in  1944 
was  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  particularly  in  young  adult  females. 
The  infant  mortality  rate,  which  fluctuated  at  a comparatively  low 
level,  should  be  susceptible  of  further  reduction. 

The  growing  scope  of  the  ordinary  health  functions  of  the 
Department,  quite  apart  from  the  considerable  additions  of  work  in 
connection  with  civil  defence,  have  during  these  years  imposed  severe 
burdens  on  the  staff.  The  service,  however,  has  been  well  maintained 
in  circumstances  which  were  at  times  difficult,  and  1 welcome  the 
opportunity  to  pay  tribute  to  the  zeal  and  willing  co-operation  of  every 
member  of  the  staff  which  made  this  possible. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


County  Health  Department, 
Shire  Hall, 

Durham. 


/ 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IAN  McCracken. 


December,  1945. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Ian  McCracken,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  Walker,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

.\ssiSTANT  Medical  Officer  for  Public  Medical  Services 
A.  E.  Raine,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Chief  ('linical  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer. 

D.  F.  Macrae.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

District  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers. 

J.  F.  E.  Johnson,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

W.  V.  Macfarlane,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (part-time). 

J.  A.  Miller,  M.B.,  B.S. 

C.  A.  O’Neill,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

A.  L.  Robinson,  L.M.S.S.A. 

J.  D.  Trail,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (part-time). 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinical  Medical  Officer. 

W.-  G.  Annan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S. 


Senior  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

E.  S.  Williamson,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  L.L.A.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Welfare  Medical  Officers. 

C.  M.  Anderson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

M.  L.  Bainbridge,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

H.  Blackle^L  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  L.M. 

K.  Booth,  M.B.,  B.S. 

E.  E.  Brown,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  31/12/39). 
M.  F.  Fraser,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

M.  E.  Hegarty,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.  (appointed  3/4/39). 
M.  J.  Hegarty,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

M.  K.  Henegan,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

M.  Hopper,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

M.  T.  McFadden,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

J.  H.  Mackay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M.  L.  McKay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M.  Raw,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

W.  M.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

V.  Thompson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  D.P.H. 


Medical  Superintendent,  Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium. 
J.  W.  Gray.  M.A..  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.^ 


Assistant  Medical  Officer,  Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium. 

T.  E.  Dickinson.  M.D..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Superintendent,  Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium. 

W.  C.  Pinkney.  M.B.,  B.S. 

Junior  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium. 
C.  W.  Boyter,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Resigned  3/10/39). 

Janet  B.  Patterson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appointed  5/10/39). 

Medical  Officer,  Earl’s  House  Sanatorium. 

J.  A.  Stobbs,  M.D.,  B.S. 

Medical  Officer,  Richard  Murray  Hospital  Joint  Board. 
Margaret  S.  Paxton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consultant  Obstretricians. 

H.  Evers,  M.S.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Newcastle). 
W.  Hunter,  M.D.,  B.S.  (Newcastle). 

R.  P.  R.  Lyle,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  B.A.,  L.R.C.P.  (Newcastle) 

E.  F.  Murray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Newcastle). 

S.  Raw,  M.D.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Sunderland). 

S.  Ritson,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
(Sunderland). 

Z.  M.  H.  Ross,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Sunderland). 

F.  E.  Stabler,  M.D.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Newcastle). 

G.  F.  Walker,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.  (Sunderland  . 

S.  A.  Way,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.O.G.  (Newcastle). 


Dental  Surgeons — Part-Time  at  Welfare  Centres. 

G.  Clarke,  L.D.S. 

W.  Moss,  L.D.S. 

F.  J.  Norris,  L.D.S. 

N.  Peters,  L.D.S. 

R.  W.  Sibson,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

T.  H.  Smailes,  L.D.S. 

G.  E.  Soper,  L.D.S. 

S.  Todd,  L.D.S. 

County  Analyst  (part-time). 

' C.  J.  H.  Stock,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

County  Health  Inspector. 

W.  D.  Parry,  A.I.S.E.,  A.R.S.L,  M.R.Inst.P.H.  & H., 
M.Tnst.  S.P. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  H,  S.  C,  Hodgson,  M.B.E. 
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Assistant  Superintendent  Health  Visitors. 
. Miss  M.  A.  Roddam. 

Mrs.  D.  Barrett. 


Health  Visitors. 

There  are  112  health  visitors  on  the  staff,  and  the  following 
sammary  shows  the  qualifications  possessed  by  each  health  visitor  ; 


Supt. 

Health  Visitor  possesses 

•> 

1 Ministry  of  Health 

qualifications  number  4,  6,  9,  1 1 

Certificate  for  Health 

1 Asst.  Supt.  Health  Visitor 

p > 

3,  9,  11 

Visitors. 

1 

> > 

p p 

4,  6,  9,  13 

2 Board  of  Education 

67  Health  Visitors 

p p 

1,  9,  11 

Diploma,  Health 

11 

t f 

p p 

3,  9,  10 

Visitors. 

4 

> p 

p p 

3,  10 

3 Health  Visitors' 

1 

p p 

4,  10 

Certificate  (Royal 

1 

> * 

p p 

9,  10 

Sanitary  Institute). 
4 Sanitary  Inspectors’ 

1 

> » 

p p 

10 

4 

» p 

p p 

2,  3,  9 

Certificate  (Royal 

1 

p p 

p P 

2,  3,  10 

Sanitary  Institute). 

2 

p p 

p p 

2,  3,  9,  11 

5 Maternity  and  Child 

1 

p p 

pp 

4.  9,  11 

Welfare  Certificate 

1 

p p 

p P 

3,  9 

(Royal  Sanitary 

‘) 

p p 

p p 

4,  9 

Institute). 

2 

p p 

p p 

2,  4,  9 

6 Sanitary  Inspectors’ 

1 

p p 

p 

4,  7,  9, 

^ Certificate  (Sanitary 

1 

p p 

p P 

3,  7,  9 

Inspectors’  Examina- 

1 

p p 

PP 

4,  6,  9 

tion  Joint  Board). 

1 

p p 

p p 

8,  9 

7 Diploma  of  Social 

1 

p p 

P P 

2,  3,  9,  13 

Science  (Edinburgh 

1 

f p 

P P 

2,  3,  13 

University). 

1 

p p 

p p 

3,  9.  13 

8 Certificate  of  Hygiene 

3 

p p 

p p 

3,  9,  11 

Liverpool  University) 

•> 

p p 

p p 

1,  3,  9,  11 

9 Certificate  of  Central 

Midwives  Board. 

10  Full  General  Training 
of  a Nurse. 

11  State  Registered 
Nurse. 

12  Full  Training  of  a 
Sick  Children’s  Nurse. 

13  Some  Hospital  Train- 
ing. 


Also  3 part-time  health  visitors. 


County  Midwives  Inspector. 

Miss  E.  F.  Brown  (Qualifications  3,  4,  9,  11). 

Assistant  County  Midwives  Inspector. 

Miss  K.  Furness  (Qualifications  1,  9,  11). 


136  County  Midwives. 
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Weights  & Measures  Inspectors,  who  also  act  as  Food  and 
Drugs  Sampling  Officers. 

j.  Hallimond  (Chief). 

J.  W.  Bache  (Deputy). 

F.  J.  Evans. 

A.  Graham. 

W.  A Grainger. 

T.  Lamb. 

R.  A.  Morrison. 

E.  G.  Pickering. 

J.  W.  Simpson. 

J.  Trotter,  B.Sc. 

G.  W.  Woods. 

County  Sanatoria. 

3 Matrons,  3 School  Teachers,  Nursing,  Domestic  and  Out-door 
Staffs. 

County  Maternity  Home. 

Matron  and  Nursing  and  Domestic  Staffs. 

E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home. 

Matron  and  Nursing  and  Domestic  Staffs. 

Caretakers  of  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Two  Venereal  Diseases  Orderlies. 

One  Motor  Ambulance  Driver. 
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PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS,  AND 

PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 


Name. 

Qualifications. 

D.M.O.’s  District. 

1 

No.  of  f 
P.V.’s 
District! 

* Adamson,  C. 

M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  .. 

,1  Durham  (Eastern) 

38 

Anderson,  J.  B.  (P.V. 

; 

only  . . . 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

— 

28 

Anderson,  P.  V. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

1 Shildon 

.51 

Anderson,  S.  E.  H. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Cockfield 

62 

Bankhead,  H.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

! Fsh  . 

16 

Barkes,  VV.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.D. 

Newbottle 

24 

Benson,  W.  A.  (P.V. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  . 

— 

13 

only) 

L.R.F.P.S.,  T.D. 

i 

Boland,  S.  E.  W. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

1 Tanfield 

- 

(Acting) 

L.R.F.P.S. 

1 

Brown,  R. ' 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

: Durham  (St. Nicholas) 

35 

Cama,  L^.  B. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

, 

L.R.F.P.S. 

1 Fscomb 

43 

Campbell, A.  (M.O.  only) 

1 

(Acting)  

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Evenwood 



Charlton,  A 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Thornley  (Tow  Law) 

32 

Craven,  J.  G.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Norton  and  Billing- 

73 

ham. 

Dawson,  R 

M.A.,  M.D.,  Ch.B. 

Middleton  and  Eggle- 

stone 

60  & 61 

Denholm,  W.  H. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Durham  (Western) 

34 

Dickey,  T 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

Hylton 

27 

Duncan,  C.  (Acting)  

M.B.,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Chester-le-Street 

23 

Ewen,  G.  (M.O.  only)  ... 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Iveston 



Fenwick,  C.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

— 

19 

Fletcher,  R.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Park  and  Forest 

31 

Forbes,  A.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Boldon 

10 

*French,D.G.(M.O.  only) 

(Acting)  

M.B.,  B.S. 

Tunstall 

Gillan,  John  (P.V.  only) 

M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 

— 

29 

*Gillan,  James(M.O.  only) 

(Acting)  

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Ryhope  J 



Glynn,  J.  J.  (Acting)  

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. , 

j 

(N.U.I.) 

Witton  Gilbert 

20 

Gray,  A.P.  (.Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Durham  (Southern) 

and  Thornley 

37  & 39  ! 

Hall,  H. 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

Hartlepool 

59 

Hall.H.F.G.(P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  Ch.B.  1 

- 

7 & 9 1 

Hardie,  W.  G. 

M.B.,  Ch.B.  . 

Howden 

44 

Harris,  I.  (P.V.  only) 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 



3 

Henderson,  W.  M.  P. 

M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.  Ch.B. 

Chopwell 

2 

Hepburn,  J.  (M.O.  only) 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

(Acting)  

L.R.F.P.S. 

Medomsley  . 

“^Heslop,  J.  R.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Heighington 

66 

Hewitson,  W.  A. 

M.B.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

Easington 

41 

Hickey,  W.  J 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Gainford 

65 

Hindhaugh,  J.  C.  V. 

M.B..  B.S. 

Bishopton  and 

Sedgefield 

56  & 57“  0 

i 
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Name. 

Qualifications. 

D.M.O.’s  District. 

No.  of 
P.V.’s 
District. 

Hunter,  M.  (Acting)  

M.B.,  Ch:B 

Chilton 

53 

Jackson,  R.  W.  P 

M.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

Wingate  (part  of)  

40 

. (Acting)  

Johnson,  G.  M.  (Acting) 

■ 

L.R.C.P 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  

L.R.F.P.S 

Birtley 

21 

Johnston,  L.  A.  M. 
(M.O.  only)  

B.Sc.  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.  

Houghton 

*Kent,  H.  S 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.. 

L.R.F.P.S 

Middleton-St. -George 

70 

Kidd,  E 

M.B.,  B.S 

Harraton 

22 

Kirk,  T.  J.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

— 

72 

Laydon,  J.  H.  (M.O. 
only)  

M.B.,  B.S 

Jarrow 

Leishman,  A 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Barnard  Castle 

■ 63 

Lishman,  F 

M.B.,  B.S 

Crook 

45 

Livingston,  J .C.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  B.S 

Byers  Green 

49 

Lloyd,  A.  G.  (M.O.  only) 
(Acting)  

M.R.C.S.,  L R.C.P.  ... 

Penshaw 

Macint3'Te,G.M.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  B.S 

Fan  Chester 

14  & 15 

MacKenzie,  M.  D. 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Consett 

12 

Macpherson,  A.  G.  R. 
(Acting)  

M.B.,  Ch.B 

West  Auckland 

47 

Mather,  G.  S.  (Acting). . 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Greatham 

58 

McConchie,  J.  F. 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Wolsingham 

33 

McLaren,  J.  B.  P.  (M.O. 
only  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Ford 

_ 

Millar,  M.  F.  St.  J.  (M.O. 
only)  (Acting) 

M.B.,  B.S 

Heworth 

Morrison,  J.  W.  (M.O. 
only) 

M.B.,  B.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
L.R.C.S. 

Winlaton 

Mukerji,  N.  (M.O.  only) 
(Acting) 

B.Sc.  L.R.C.P., 
L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

Stanley 

Murray,  J.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 
(K.U.I.)  

11 

Neilan,  J.  A.  (Acting) 

L.R.C.P.!.  & L.M., 
L.R.C.S. I.  & L.M., 
D.P.H.,  L.M. 

Seaham 

42 

Norman,  J.  C. 

M.B.,  B.S 

Hebburn  C. 

8 

Oliver,  O.  H.  D 

« 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.F.P.S 

Cornforth 

54 

Parry,  R.  (M.O.  only) 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.F.P.S 

Annfield  Plain 

* Redmond, W.H.  (Acting) 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Hamsterley 

46 

Ritchie,  F 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Stockton 

71 

Rollin,H.C.(P.Ah  only) 

M.B.,  B.S 

17 

Russell,  T. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  

L.R.F.P.S 

Trimdon 

55 

* Rutherford,  R.  (P.V. 
only)  

M.B.,  B.S 

18 

Sacco,  J.  A.  (Acting)  . 

M.B.,  B.S 

Ryton 

1 

Smith,  A.,  Jr. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S. 
L.R.F.P.S 

Whickham 

4 

Name. 

f 

Qualifications. 

D.M.O.’s  District. 

No.  of ' 
P.V.’s 
District.: 

Somerville,  J.  R.  (M.O. 

• 

only)  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dunston 



Stein,  M. 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Ferryhill 

52 

Sutherland,  C.  R 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

L.R.F.P.S 

Rainton 

25 

Thompson,  D.  W. 

(Acting)  

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Wingate  (part  of)  

40 

*Thompson,  D.  (Acting) 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Stanhope 

30 

Tindall,  R 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Hurworth 

69 

Tinsley,  S.  V. 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Whitworth  and 

Tudhoe 

36  & 50< 

Ward,  J.  G 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Cleatlam 

64 

*Wardle,  V.  H. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

L.R.F.P.S 

Bishop  Auckland  

48 

Watson,  A.  S. 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Hetton 

26 

White,  J.  D.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

— 

6 

Wilshaw,  T.  R. 

L.S.A.  

Piercebridge 

67 

Wilthew,  T.  N.  (P.V. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

only)  

L.R.F.P.S 

— 

5 

Wormald,T.L.  (Acting) 

M.D.,  B.Hy., 

D.P.H.  

Darlington  

68 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  AND  PUBLIC  VACCINATORS  OF  PUBLIC 
ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS  AND  COTTAGE  HOMES. 


Name. 

Qualifications. 

Institution. 

No.  of  l< 
P.V.’s  € 
District.:;  o 

Barkes,  W.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  M.D. 

Houghton-le-Spring 

78 

Duncan,  C 

M.B.,  L.M.S.S.A 

Chester-le-Street 

75 

Hannay,  A.  S.  (P.V. 

only)  

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Cleadon  Cottage 

Homes 

84 

Hewitson,  W.  A 

M.B.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

Easington 

77 

Hindhaugh,  J.  C.  V. 

M.B.,  B.S 

Sedgefield  ’ 

80 

Johnston,  L.  A.  M. 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

(M.O.  only)  

D.P.H.  

Houghton-le-Spring 

— 

Leishman.  A 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Barnard  Castle 

82 

Macintyre,  G.  M 

M.B.,  B.S 

Lanchester 

79 

Macintyre,  M.  M 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

Medomsley  Cottage 

L.R.F.P.S 

Homes 

85 

*McDonald,  J.  R. 

M.B.,  Ch.B 

Durham 

76 

Ritchie,  F 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Stockton 

81 

*Wardle,  V.  H. 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

L.R.F.P.S 

Auckland 

74 

* Officers  on  War  Service — Work  being  carried  out  by  deputies. 


VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 


Name. 

Registration  Sub-Districts. 

*Armin,  Mrs.  L. 

Consett. 

♦Armstrong,  W.  S. 

Annfield  Plain,  Stanley 

♦Atkinson,  M.  W. 

Brandon,  Lanchester. 

♦Bird,  T.  D 

Bishop  Auckland. 

♦Blenkinsop,  J. 

Winlaton. 

Byers,  R . . 

Chester-le-Street,  Harraton. 

Clark,  C.  R. 

Sunderland  (Administrative 
County  area). 

Davison,  W.  W. 

Aycliffe,  Hurworth 

♦Gilliland.  J.  J. 

Sedgefield. 

♦Hill,  J.  B.  

St.  John,  Stanhope, 
Wolsingham. 

Hogg,  Miss  S. 

Jarrow,  Hebburn,  South 

Shields  R.,  Heworth. 

t^Jobling,  M. 

Whickham. 

^Leonard,  H.  T 

Barnard  Castle,  Staindrop, 
Middleton. 

♦Mellon,  M. 

Durham. 

♦Nichol.  A. 

Birtley. 

♦Roberts,  J. 

Hartlepool  Greatham. 

♦Robson,  D. 

Spennymoor,  Shildon. 

♦Salmon,  W. 

Stockton. 

♦Stephenson,  W. 

Crook. 

Tate,  Miss  M.  E. 

Houghton-le-Spring,  Dawdon, 
Wingate. 

* Also  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


■|-  Also  Relieving  Officer. 


STATISTICS. 

Area.  , 623,260  acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  : — 

(а)  resident  population,  mid-1939  878,800 

(б)  average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death-rates  878,800 

(c)  average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  birth-rates  . 882,300 


£ 


Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  April, 

1939 

3,606,713 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

13,384 

Total. 

Males. 

Female. 

Live  Births  \ Legitimate  .. 

14,118 

7,210 

6,908 

J Illegitimate 

530 

260 

270 

Stillbirths  \ Legitimate 

609 

327 

282 

J'  Illegitimate 

45 

27 

18 

Total  births  (live  and  still) 

15,302 

7,824 

7,478 

14 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  mid- 1939  16.6 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  42.7 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  • 10.564 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  average  population  12.0 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (Live  and  still)  births. 
F^uerperal  Sepsis  26  1.69 

Other  puerperal  causes  51  3.31 


Total  77 


4.99 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ■ . 63 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  77 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  : — 


No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000  esti- 

Deaths. 

mated  average  popula- 

tion. 

Cancer 

..  1,275 

1.45 

Measles 

16 

0.02 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

0.04 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

age)  58 

0.07 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

111 

0.13 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

1 

0.001 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  continue  to  be  made  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Table  1 shows  the  number  of  specimens  submitted  during  the 
year. 


Administratu'e  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Bacteriological  specimens  submitted  for  examination. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

General  nursing  in  the  home  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  this 
administrative  county  through  the  various  district  nursing  associations, 
118  of  which  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association.  These 
Associations  employ  165  nurses  and  they  undertake  medical  and 
surgical  nursing.  In  the  case  of  56  district  nursing  associations,  by  an 
agreement  between  the  County  Council  and  the  County  Nursing 
Association  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1956,  the  nurses  also  act  as 
mid  wives  and  maternity  nurses. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  There  were  at  the  end  of 
the  year  80  centres,  all  but  twelve  of  which  were  held  in  halls  rented 
and  temporarily  adapted. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war  many  of  these  halls  were  taken  over  for 
military  purposes,  and  in  two  districts  it  was  necessary  to  transfer 
the  centre  to  a private  house  as  no  other  halls  were  available. 

During  the  winter  months  the  centres  were  opened  at  8.30  a.m. 
and  closed  at  3 p.m.  in  order  that  the  mothers  might  be  able  to  return 
home  before  dark. 

One  new  centre  was  opened  at  South  Hetton  in  April,  and 
additional  sessions  were  instituted  at  ten  existing  centres  at  Blackball, 
Chester-le-Street,  Consett,  Durham,  Easington,  Ferryhill,  Ryton, 
Shotley  Bridge,  Trimdon,  and  Washington. 

At  61  of  the  centres  there  were  ante-natal  clinics,  at  16  post- 
natal clinics,  at  13  birth  control  clinics,  at  12  dental  clinics  and  at  21 
ultra  violet  ray  clinics.  The  ultra  violet  ray  clinic  at  Mainsforth  was 
closed  on  the  outbreak  of  war  as  the  premises  were  required  by  the 
colliery  management  for  air  raid  precautions  purposes. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries.  No  alteration  occurred  in  the  twelv^e 
dispensary  districts.  Ten  dispensaries  (at  Bishop  Auckland,  Chester- 
le-Street,  Consett,  Horden,  Jarrow,  Sherburn,  Stanley,  Stockton, 
Sunderland  and  Whickham)  are  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
while  two  districts  are  served  by  dispensaries  in  the  County  Boroughs 
of  Darlington  and  West  Hartlepool  under  arrangements  made  with 
the  County  Borough  Councils. 

Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres.  During  the  year  no  change 
occurred  in  the  list  of  approved  treatment  centres.  The  centre  at  the 
Newcastle  General  Hospital  is  administered  by  a joint  committee  of 
which  the  County  Council  is  a member.  Centres  at  the  County 
Hospital,  Durham,  and  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  County  patients 
may  also  attend  centres  in  the  county  boroughs  of  Darlington,  Middles- 
brough, South  Shields,  Sunderland,  Tynemouth  and  West  Hartlepool. 

Mental  Treatment  Clinic.  An  out-patient  mental  clinic  was 
opened  in  Durham  on  24th  April.  The  clinic  is  administered  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Visiting  Committee  of  the  Durham  County 
Mental  Hospital,  and  is  held  in  premises  at  the  Durham  County  Hospital. 
In  connection  with  it  a social  worker  was  appointed  and  commenced 
duty  on  the  1st  April. 


\ 
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GENERAL  HOSPITALS. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Corporation 
fPr  the  admission  of  approved  patients  from  the  administrative  county- 
area  to  Newcastle  General  Hospital  for  surgical  and  other  treatment 
were  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  following  statement  shows 
the  number  of  county  patients  approved  for  admission  during  1939. 


Thoracic  surgery  . ..  39 

Neurol-surgery  42 

Others  13 

Total  94 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

The  unsettled  state  of  International  affairs  culminating  in  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities  in  September  considerably  influenced  activities 
during  the  year,  and,  therefore,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table, 
the  number  of  special  cases  dealt  with  was  less  than  in  the  previous 
year  : — 

Table  2. 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

Ih-ovision  of  : — 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Dental  treatment 

740 

1944 

1588 

712 

Surgical  appliances 

290 

340 

301 

267 

Ophthalmic  treatment 
Clothing  to  enable  tuber- 
culous patients  to  proceed 

404 

570 

496 

365 

to  Sanatoria 

128 

127 

125 

161 

Insulin 

64 

72 

67 

59 

Special  Medicaments 

*24 

— 

— 

— 

1650 

3053 

2577 

1564 

*Quarter  ended  31/12/39  ordy. 


Outdoor  Medical  Rehef.  This  service  is  still  provided  by  part- 
time  medical  officers  appointed  to  specified  medical  relief  districts. 
Eight  district  medical  officers  were  serving  with  H.M.  Forces  and 
their  work  was  carried  on  by  deputies.  Four  changes  in  personnel 
occurred  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seventy-one  officers 
in  the  outdoor  medical  service. 

Dental  Treatment.  On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  it  was  decided 
to  limit  dental  treatment  for  Public  Assistance  patients  to  those  for 
whom  it  was  essential  on  medical  grounds,  and  consequently  the  clinic 
at  Chester-le-Street  Public  Assistance  Hospital  was  closed  on  14th 
September,  1939. 

Public  Assistance  Institutions.  Following  plans  already  in  exis- 
tence the  process  of  upgrading  these  institutions  throughout  the 
county  steadily  progressed,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  institutions 
at  Bishop  Auckland,  Chester-le-Street,  Durham,  Easington  and 
Lanchester,  where  the  buildings  became  entirely  devoted  to  hospital 
purposes, 
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Notwithstanding  the  above,  the  surgical  unit  at  Easington  con- 
tinued to  serve  public  assistance  patients,  and  was  of  the  utmost 
value.  During  the  year  197  operations  were  performed  by  the  Surgeon 
Specialist,  Mr.  W.  A.  Ilewitson,  M.B.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  to  Public 
Assistance  Hospitals  during  the  years  1930  to  1939  : — 


Table  3. 


Total  No.  of 
hospital  beds 

A 

dmissions  during  ye 

;ar  : 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1687 

1450 

1764 

1955 

1985 

2219 

2334 

2447 

2673 

2422 

2858 

On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  transfers  of  patients  within  our 
hospital  services  were  effected  to  release  suitable  beds  for  casualties. 

Institution  Sick  Wards.  Table  4 shows  the  sick  ward  bed  accom- 
modation and  staff  on  the  31st  December,  1939  in  the  nine  public 
assistance  institutions. 

Table  5. 


Name  of  Institution 

In 

residence 

1/1/39 

Ad- 

missions. 

Deaths. 

Dis- 

charges. 

In 

residence 

31/12/39 

t Barnard  Castle 

28 

86 

107 

7 

Bishop  Auckland 

117 

546 

327 

124 

212 

Chester-le-Street 

60 

433 

236 

133 

124 

Durham 

112 

275 

213 

59 

115 

Easington 

144 

602 

491 

131 

124 

t Houghton-le-Spring 

39 

100 

87 

52 

— 

Lanchester 

111 

470 

220 

98 

263 

*Sedgefield 

— 

25 

23 

2 

— 

Stockton 

128 

321 

211 

123 

115 

Totals 

739 

2858 

1915 

729 

953 

* This  institution  became  colony  for  aged  (female)  infirm  and  female 
adolescents  2/9/35. 


t In  connection  with  the  present  emergency  the  hospital  portions 
at  these  institutions  are  for  the  moment  being  used  to  accom- 
modate “House”  inmates. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS. 

Ascertainment. — On  the  3Ist  December,  1939,  there  were  2,443  t 
defectives  on  the  register,  which  number  gives  an  ascertainment 
figure  of  2.76  per  1,000  population  of  the  administrative  county. 

Table  6 shows  the  sex  distribution  of  the  children  and  adults  ^ 
on  the  register 
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Table  6. 


Male. 

Female. 

Totals. 

Ch’ren. 

Adults. 

Ch'ren. 

Adults. 

In  institutions 

30 

142 

19 

220 

411 

On  licence  from 
institutions 

1 

7 

1 

24 

33 

In  special  schools 

6 

— 

6 

— 

12 

In  state  institutions 

— 

17 

— 

10 

27 

In  elected  homes 

— 

10 

— 

4 

14 

In  public  assistance 
institutions 

9 

40 

10 

58 

117 

In  asylums 

5 

37 

4 

39 

85 

Under  guardianship 

1 

17 

1 

25 

44 

Under  domiciliary 
supervision 

205 

555 

174 

766 

1700 

Totals 

257 

825 

215 

1146 

2443 

During  the  year  under  review  120  cases  (including  67  notified 
by  the  Education  Authority)  were  added  to  the  register. 


Males  Females  Total 


Children  34  32  66 

Adults  ■ 24  30  54 


58  62  120 


Table  7 shows  the  classification  of  the  67  children  notified  during 
the  year  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  Committee. 


Table  7. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

(1) 

Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit 
or  further  instruction  in  a special 
school  : — 

(a)  Idiots 

2 

1 

3 

(6)  Imbeciles  

14 

10 

24 

{c)  Feeble-minded 

11 

7 

18 

{d)  Moral  defectives 

1 

— 

1 

(^) 

1 

Mentally  defective  children  notified 
on  leaving  a special  school  on  or 
before  attaining  the  age  of  16  years 

12 

9 

21 

Total  notifications  

40 

27 

67 

Certification. — Thirty-two  petitions  were  presented  and  an  Order 
under  the  Acts  was  made  in  each  case — 25  for  institutional  care  and 
7 for  guardianship. 

Twelve  persons  were  discharged  from  Order,  having  developed 
and  improved  with  institutional  training  to  such  a degree  that  they 
could  be  allowed  to  move  about  in  their  own  social  sphere  without 
supervision  of  any  kind. 


Institutional  Accomynodation. — The  classification  of  defectives 
in  certified  institutions  or  colonies  who  are  chargeable  to  the  County 
Council  is  shewn  in  Table  8. 


Table  8. 


Males. 

Females. 

Classification. 

Totals. 

Ch’ren 

Adults. 

Ch’ren. 

Adults. 

Idiots 

3 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Imbeciles  

12 

64 

12 

77 

165 

Feeble-minded 

15 

76 

4 

134 

229 

Moral  defectives 

— 

1 

8 

9 

30 

142 

19 

220 

411 

Vacancies  in  certified  institutions  are  still  difficult  to  secure,  only 
25  being  obtained  during  the  year. 

Such  progress  had  been  made  in  the  completion  of  the  first  stage 
of  the  Council’s  colony  at  School  Aycliffe  that  the  appointments  of 
the  Medical  Superintendent,  Matron,  and  the  Clerk  and  Steward 
were  made,  but  on  the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  considered  desirable 
to  ask  these  officers  to  delay  resigning  the  appointments  held  by 
them. 

Leave  of  absence  on  licence  from  institutions  for  varying  periods 
was  granted  to  8 defectives,  2 to  their  own  homes  and  6 to  domestic 
posts.  The  number  on  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  33,  consisting 
of  8 males  and  25  females. 

Guardianship.  During  the  year  8 defectives  were  placed  under 
the  statutory  guardianship  of  their  parents.  The  number  of  defec- 
tives under  guardianship  on  the  31st  December  was  44. 

Domiciliary  Supervisioyi. — The  county  health  visitors  made 
6,773  visits  during  the  year  to  1,771  defectives.  , 

Five  registered  defectives  married  during  the  year  and  10  (5 
married  and  5 unmarried)  gave  birth  to  children. 

The  clerk  and  domiciliary  supervision  officer  visited  120  male 
adult  mental  defectives  in  their  own  homes. 

North  Eastern  Council  for  Mental  Welfare. — This  Council  found 
employment  with  suitable  guardians  for  4 female  defectives  during 
the  year  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the  Mentally  De- 
fective. At  the  end  of  the  year  1 male  and  10  female  defectives  were 
being  supervised  by  the  officers  of  this  Council  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee. 

Examinations  by  Medical  Officer. — In  addition  to  the  examination 
of  reported  cases  of  suspected  mental  deficiency,  a number  of  de- 
fectives previously  registered  have  been  examined  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  their  classification  up-to-date.  The  results  are  given  in 
Table  9. 


Table  9. 


Certifiable. 

Not  certifi 

able. 

Examinations. 

New 

cases 

Pre- 

viously 

Regist- 

ered. 

Total. 

New 

cases 

Pre- 

viously 

Regist- 

ered. 

Total. 

Total 

Domiciliary 

34 

78 

112 

14 

9 

23 

135 

In  Institutions 

7 

9 

16 

1 

— 

1 

17 

Underguardianship 
In  H.M.  Prison, 

— 

31 

31 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Durham 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

i 43 

119 

! 162 

15 

9 

24 

186 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 


For  the  purpose  of  the  provision  of  an  adequate  service  of  certi- 
fied midwives  who  would  be  available  within  the  area  for  attendance 
on  women  within  their  own  homes  as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses, 
as  required  by  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  the  area  administered  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  i.e.  the  Adminis- 
trative County  less  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  was 
divided  into  two  groups  of  areas,  as  shown  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1938. 


Group  I. 


The  following  were  added  to  the  areas  served  by  district  nurse 
midwives  employed  by  district  nursing  associations. 


Name  of  District 
Association. 

Area  served. 

No.  of 
Nurse- 
Midwives 
employed. 

Byers  Green 

Parishes  of  Byers  Green,  Newfield 
Binchester,  Todhills,  Seldom  Seen 
Binchester  Whins,  and  Vinovium 

1 

Belmont 

Parishes  of  Belmont  and  West 
Sherburn 

1 

Langley  Park  and 
Witton  Gilbert 

Parishes  of  Langley  Park,  Wit- 
ton  Gilbert  and  Esh,  and  part 
Bearpark 

1 

23 


Group  II. 


Areas  served  by  Wholetime  Midwives  employed  by  the  County 
Council. 


Sanitary  District. 

No.  of 
Midwives 
employed. 

Sanitary  District 

No.  of 
Midwives 
employed. 

Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

Durham 

4 

Chester-le-Street 

4 

Hartlepool  . .. 

4 

Durham 

4 

f J arrow 

5 

Easington  , . 

17 

Billingham 

5 

Lanchester 

1 

Bishop  Auckland  .... 

*Sedgefield  . . 

6 

Blaydon 

6 

Sunderland 

3 

*Boldon 

2 

Brandon&Byshottles 

4 

*Relief  Work 

1 

Chester-le- Street 

3 

*Consett 

9 

Crook  and  Willington 

5 

Felling 

4 

Hebburn 

5 

Hetton 

5 

Houghton-le-Spring 

5 

Ryton 

2 

*Seaham 

7 

Shildon 

3 

1 Spennymoor 

4 

Stanley 

4 

Tow  Law 

1 

Washington 

•4 

*Whickham 

4 

t Two  vacancies  exist  in  this  area. 


* One  vacancy  exists  in  each  of  these  areas. 

The  work  of  the  district  nurse-midwives,  when  acting  as  mid- 
wives  or  as  maternity  nurses,  is  inspected  and  supervised  by  The 
Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association  who  made  2G0 
visits  to  midwives  and  patients  during  the  year  ; and  the  work  of  all 
other  midwives  practising  in  the  county  area  is  supervised  by  the 
County  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  During  the  year  the  County  Super- 
visor of  Midwives  made  1,827  visits  to  midwives  and  84(1  visits  to 
patients. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  28  independent  midwives  in 
practice.  In  addition,  there  were  32  practising  midwives  in  maternity 
and  public  assistance  hospitals,  and  36  midwives  employed  by  district 
nursing  associations  not  included  in  the  County  Council's  Scheme 
notified  their  intention  to  practise. 

Fifteen  midwives  voluntarily  surrendered  their  certificates  during 
the  year  under  Section  5 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  and  were  duly 
compensated. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939,  10,115  applications 
were  received  for  the  domiciliary  services  of  the  midwives  appointed 
under  the  Act,  8,319  as  midwife  and  1,796  as  maternity  nurse.  In 


24 


addition  to  attendance  on  these  patients  the  midwives  also  attended 
cases  discharged  before  the  fourteenth  day  from  the  Princess  Mary 
Maternity  Hospital  and  the  County  Maternity  Home.  Approximately 
2,000  visits  were  made. 

Mid  wives  requisitioned  medical  help  on  4,834  occasions,  and  the 


following  statement  gives  particulars  as  to  the  reasons. 

1 Ante-natal  examination — general  . . . 88 

2 Ante-natal  examination — possible  venereal  disease  ..  27 

3 Ante-natal  examination — albuminuria  . 354 

4 Eclampsia,  fits,  convulsions — maternal  . ..  . 39 

5 Miscarriage  . ..  ...  130 

()  Threatened  miscarriage  . . ..  118 

7 Ante-partum  haemorrhage  210 

8 Post-partum  haemorrhage  80 

9 Placenta  praevia  ..  . 7 

10  Retained  or  adherent  placenta  or  membranes 95 

1 1 Contracted  pelvis,  disproportion  between  child  and 

pelvic  outlet  19 

12  Malpresentation  242 

13  Prolonged  or  delayed  labour,  uterine  inertia  1103 

14  Mammary  inflammation,  varicose  veins,  cardiac 

weakness,  weakness  during  puerperium,  etc.  140 

15  Stillbirth  ....  14 

16  Ruptured  perineum  1136 

17  Premature  birth  32 

18  Rise  in  temperature  136 

19  Mental  condition  during  pregnancy  and  parturition  7 

20  Feebleness  of  child.  Illness  of  child  212 

21  Phimosis,  tongue  tie,  suspicious  eruptions  on  skin  of 

baby,  and  umbilical  conditions  66 

22  Marked  congenital  malformation  46 

23  Inflammation  of  child’s  eyes  . . 210 

24  Condition  of  mother  ill-defined  121 

25  Condition  of  baby  ill-defined  ...  93 

26  Midwife  in  attendance  at  another  case  12 

27  Precipitate  labour  3 

28  Death  of  baby  8 

29  Other  Conditions  86 


4834 

In  addition  to  the  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  help,  the 
following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives  ; — 


Stillbirths  . 299 

Death  of  Mother  ...  ...  32 

Death  of  Child  . ...  182 

Artificial  Feeding  184 

Laying  out  the  dead  40 

Liability  to  be  a Source  of  infection  237 


With  regard  to  136  cases  in  which  medical  help  was  requisitioned 
on  account  of  rise  of  temperature,  48  were  subsequently  notified  as 
puerperal  pyrexia.  12  of  these  cases  received  in-patient  hospital 
treatment  under  the  County  Scheme,  while  the  services  of  consultants 
were  utilised  in  6 cases. 

Of  the  210  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  71  were  notified 
as  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  34  received  hospital  treatment. 


ACCOMMODATION  FOR  MATERNITY  PATIENTS. 

The  demand  for  maternity  home  accommodation  has  been 
increasing  steadily  for  a number  of  years. 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals. — -The  following  table  gives  the 
number  of  patients  admitted  into  maternity  homes  and  hospitals 
from  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  portion  of  the  administrative 
county  during  the  past  five  years  : — 

Table  10. 


Number  of  Cases 


Admitted. 


Maternity  Home  or  Hospital. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

County  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auckland  ... 

280 

287 

319 

342 

335 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill 

229 

155 

165 

200 

237 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle 

657 

721 

722 

870 

731 

*Borough  Maternity  Home,  Sunderland 

102 

131 

133 

65 

— 

Sunderland  Municipal  Hospital  ..  . 

— 



— ' 

48 

77 

Grantully  Maternity  Home,  West  Hartlepool 

30 

25 

37 

45 

23 

Robson  Maternity  Home,  Stockton  . .. 

4 

5 

5 

3 

3 

fHardwick  Hall  Emergency  Maternity  Home, 
Sedgefield  

— 

— • 

— 

40 

Totals 

1302 

1324 

1381 

1573 

1446 

* From  1/9/38  onwards  cases  were  admitted  to  Sunderland  Munici- 
pal Hospital. 

t This  emergency  Home  was  opened  primarily  for  the  admission 
of  evacuees,  but  County  patients  were  admitted  to  the  remaining 
beds. 

Public  Assistance  Institution. — Accommodation  for  maternity 
cases  was  provided  at  four  public  assistance  institutions,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  beds  available  and  the  cases 
admitted  during  1939. 

Table  11. 


1 No.  of 

1 

j 

1 

I 

1 Beds  in 

i 

1 

No.  of 

jlnstitu- 

No.  of 

1 

cases 

! tion. 

Cases 

in  which 

No.  of 

1 (Ex- 

ad- 

Average 

No.  of 

Cases 

medical 

Mater- 

Institution. 

1 elusive 

mitted 

duration 

delivered  by 

assist- 

nal 

i of  Isola- 

during 

of  stay. 

(«) 

{b) 

ance  was 

Deatns. 

tion 

the 

sought 

and 

year. 

by 

labour 

Doc- 

Mid- 

Mid- 

beds). 

tors. 

wives. 

wives. 

days 

Bishop  Auckland 

3 

41 

16 

— 

41 

6 

— 

*Chester-le-St. 

2 

9 

28 

1 

8 

3 

— ■ 

Durham 

3 

1 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Easington 

3 

35 

30 

3 

32 

3 

— 

+ Stockton  

— 

1 

23 

1 

— 

11 

87 

— 

6 

81 

12 

— 

+ No  maternity  beds — 1 energency  confinement  in  female  hospital, 
t Maternity  ward  closed  5th  May,  1939. 

• Maternity  ward  closed  Sept.  1939. 


St.  Momncas  Hoyne,  IHshop  Auckland. — Twenty-four  girls  were 
admitted  and  19  babies  were  born.  Seventeen  girls  were  discharged 
and  5 left  the  Home  before  their  babies  were  born.  Ten  girls  and  6 
babies  were  in  the  Home  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Welfare  Medical  Staff. — The  staff  consisted  of  one  senior  welfare 
medical  officer  and  sixteen  assistant  welfare  medical  officers. 

Centres. — The  following  statement  shows  the  attendance  at  the 
80  welfare  centres  during  the  year  : — 


Babies 

under 

1 year. 

Children 

1-3 

years. 

Children 

3-5 

years. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

No.  of  books  

7518 

11998 

8491 

6565 

Attendance 

74225 

46423 

24398 

23250 

Average  attend.  : per 

session 

17 

11 

6 

9 

Consultations  

67765 

43440 

23100 

23130 

Average  consult  : 

per  session 

16 

11 

6 

9 

During  the  year  mothers  from  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  area  attended  welfare  centres  outside  the  area  as  follows  : — 


Darlington  . 

60 

mothers  made  216  attendances. 

Gateshead  

12 

> i 

7 7 

14 

South  Shields 

6 

> > 

7 7 

19 

Stockton 

8 

y 7 

7 7 

20 

Sunderland 

31 

7 

7 7 

213 

West  Hartlepool  

28 

7 

7 7 

167 

Yarm  and  Eaglescliffe  . . 

141 

7 7 

7 7 

380 

Ante-Natal  Work. — During 
attended  welfare  centres. 

the 

year 

6,285 

expectant  mothers 

Post  Natal  Clinics. — Post-natal  examinations  and  treatment  for 
minor  gynaecological  conditions  were  being  carried  out  at  16  clinics 
at  which  476  mothers  made  885  attendances,  while  280  non-pregnant 
mothers  attendedThe  remaining  ante-natal  clinics  for  advice  and  because 
of  minor  gynaecological  complaints.  Great  difficulty  is  still  ex- 
perienced in  persuading  mothers  who  feel  no  disability  to  come  up  for 
routine  examination  after  their  confinements.  The  greater  number  of 
those  who  attended  came  because  of  some  definite  complaint. 
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Table  12. 


Centre. 

No.  of 
Mothers  on 
books. 

No.  of 
attendances 
made  by  Mothers 

Billingham 

15 

21 

Birtley 

17 

31 

Bishop  Auckland 

41 

84 

Blackball 

31 

55 

Blaydon 

15 

48 

Consett 

69 

110 

Dunston 

50 

88 

Durham 

38 

63 

Easington 

15 

36 

Felling 

12 

12 

Ferryhill 

25 

37 

Hebburn 

51 

68 

Horden 

8 

11 

Houghton-le-Spring 

34 

57 

Seaham  Harbour 

12 

17 

Washington 

43 

147 

Totals  

476 

885 

Birth  Control  Clinics. — Birth  control  advice  was  being  given  at 
13  centres  at  which  596  mothers  made  1,218  attendances. 


Table  13. 


Centre. 

No.  of 
Mothers 
on  books. 

1 No.  of 

attendances 
' made  by  Mothers 

Billingham  . ... 

31 

58 

Birtley 

64 

! 101 

Bishop  Auckland 

31 

1 70 

Blackball 

25 

1 38 

Blaydon 

89 

216 

Consett 

54 

85 

Durham 

116 

285 

Easington 

20  ^ 

36 

Felling 

33 

51 

Horden 

3 . 

4 

Houghton-le-Spring 

51 

, 123 

Seaham  Harbour 

49 

: 74 

Washington 

30 

i ” 

Totals 

596 

I 1218 

1 

Dental  Clinics. — Work  under  this  head  was  much  handicapped 
owing  to  lack  of  facilities  for  providing  dentures  at  prices  within  the 
means  of  the  mothers.  There  were  12  dental  clinics,  viz.  ; — at  Birtley, 
Bishop  Auckland,  Blaydon,  Consett,  Durham,  Felling,  Hebburn, 
Horden,  Houghton-le-Spring,  Seaham  Harbour,  Trimdon,  and  West 
Stanley.  At  Bishop  Auckland,  Durham,  and  Houghton-le-Spring, 
sessions  were  held  fortnightly,  and  at  the  remainder,  monthly.  Special 
grants  in  respect  of  all  these  clinics  were  made  by  the  County  Council. 
From  Table  14  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  556  mothers  and 
611  children  received  dental  treatment. 


Table  14. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Dental  treatment . 
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Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinics. — Alpine  sun  and  radiant  heat  lamps 
were  in  use  at  21  centres.  One  centre  had  also  a Kromayer  lamp. 
The  ultra-violet  ray  clinic  at  Mainsforth  was  closed  on  the  outbreak 
of  war  as  the  premises  were  required  by  the  colliery  company  for 
air  raid  precautions  work. 


Table  15  gives  details  of  treatment  at  each  of  the  clinics  during 
the  year. 


Table  15. 


Centre. 

No.  of 
Patients 
treated 

No.  of 
Treatments 
given. 

Average 

per 

vSession, 

No.  of 
Sessions 
held 

Annfield  Plain 

234 

2427 

25 

99 

Billingham 

246 

5122 

51 

100 

Birtley 

348 

4221 

44 

96 

Bishop  Auckland 

523 

5214 

54 

97 

Blaydon 

510 

4929 

49 

100 

Boldon 

174 

2050 

29 

71 

Chester-le-Street 

328 

3919 

53 

74 

Consett 

456 

5284 

53 

100 

Dunston 

296 

3184 

34 

95 

Durham 

402 

5125 

51 

100 

Felling  

388 

3629 

37 

97 

Hebburn 

307 

2980 

47 

64 

Hetton 

265 

4244 

43 

98 

Horden 

309 

4942 

51 

97 

Houghton-le-Spring 

364 

4656 

48 

98 

Mainsforth 

184 

1862 

28 

66 

Seaham  Harbour 

376 

4217 

45 

94 

Shotton 

287 

3355 

34 

98 

Silksworth 

229 

3350 

35 

96 

Spennymoor  

291 

3581 

49 

74 

Washington 

424 

6748 

70 

97 

West  Stanley  , 

351 

5197 

54 

97 

Totals 

7292 

90236 

45 

2008 

Kromayer  Lamp. 
Centre. 

Blaydon 


No.  on  No.  of 
Books.  Treatments. 
15  95 


E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shoiley  Bridge. — This 
Home  has  accommodation  for  24  children  aged  from  1-5  and  9 mothers 
with  infants  under  9 months.  The  arrangements  for  medical  super- 
vision and  attendance  in  case  of  illness  and  for  the  training  of  candidates 
for  the  London  Day  Nurseries  certificate  continued  unchanged. 

Outbreaks  of  measles,  chicken-pox,  and  whooping  cough,  occurred 
among  the  children,  although  mothers  and  babies  were  not  affected. 
One  baby  had  pink  disease. 

Oil  the  outbreak  of  war  expectant  mothers  from  the  vulnerable 
areas  were  transferred  to  the  Home  and  in  order  to  relieve  the  conges- 
tion av  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  lying-in  mothers  were 
transfi;rred  to  the  Home  for  convalescence, 


The  following  statement  shows  the  admissions  and  discharges 
and  average  durations  of  stay  during  the  year  ; — 


.•Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Average 

duration 

Mothers  .. 

IK) 

1 15 

of  stay. 
17 

Babies 

1 33 

131 

17 

Children  1-5  years 

189 

180 

27 

W'aiting  mothers 

13 

13 

11 

Lying-in-mothers 

20 

20 

10 

A dentist  visited  the  Home  fortnightly  for  the  treatment  of 
mothers  and  children. 

Babies’  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Seven  children  were  ad- 
mitted to  this  hospital  for  treatment  of  hare  lip  and  cleft  palate  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Council.  One 
child  was  admitted  for  special  treatment. 

Cases  of  Squint.— During  the  year  347  cases  of  squint  were  treated 
by  school  oculists  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  between  the 
school  medical  department  and  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
section  of  the  County  Health  Department. 

Prevention  of  Deafness. — ’Under  the  arrangements  made  with  the 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Sunderland,  35  cases  were  receommended  for  treatment  by  the  welfare 
medical  officers,  the  cost  thereof  being  borne  by  the  County  Council. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Children  requiring  this  treatment  re- 
ceived it  at  the  voluntary  hospitals  and  public  assistance  institutions. 
Assistance  towards  the  cost  of  appliances  and  travelling  expenses  was 
given  by  the  County  Council,  the  Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association 
and  the  voluntary  committees  at  the  welfare  centres. 

Voluntary  Committees. — There  was  a voluntary  committee  in  con- 
nection with  79  of  the  welfare  centres.  These  committees  were  res- 
ponsible for  the  distribution  of  milk,  drugs,  etc.,  as  well  as  for  the 
social  activities  of  the  centres.  They  continued  to  work  in  close  co- 
operation with  County  Council  officials. 

County  Federation  of  Voluntary  Workers. — Three  meetings  were 
held  in  the  Shire  Hall,  Durham,  during  the  year.  Addresses  were 
given  on  orthopaedic  work,  nutrition,  maternity  and  child  v/elfare 
in  Durham  County,  and  the  Baby  Week  Conference. 

Amounts  totalling  £297  7s.  Od.  were  subscribed  by  the  Committees 
to  the  Convalescent  Scheme  under  which  17  mothers  had  treatment 
at  recognised  convalescent  homes  and  42  mothers  accompanied  by 
children  had  2 weeks  holiday  at  the  seaside  or  country. 

Health  and  Baby  Week  Celebrations. — Celebrations  were  organised 
by  voluntary  committees  in  conjunction  with  the  welfare  medical 
officers  and  health  visitors  at  most  of  the  centres  in  the  county. 
Addresses  and  demonstrations  were  given  at  all  the  centres,  while 
in  addition  at  some  centres  films  were  shown  and  the  county  travelling 
exhibition  was  on  view.  Many  delegates  sent  by  the  voluntary 
committees  attended  the  Baby  Week  Conference  in  Bristol. 
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EI\1ERGENCY  MATERNEI'Y  SERVICE. 

'I'he  services  of  consultant  obstetricians  were  called  upon  in  39 
cc.scs  and  the  emergency  service  (flying  squad)  was  used  on  21  occasions. 

M .\T  i:  R N A L MO  R'r  A L I T Y . 

The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  in  the 
administrative  county  during  the  past  ten  years  ; — 

Table  16. 


Year 

Births 

Regis- 

tered. 

Deaths 

from 

Puer- 

peral 

Sepsis. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
births 
Regis- 
tered . 

Deaths  from 
other  accidents 
and  diseases  of 
pregnancy  and 
parturition. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
births 
Regis- 
tered. 

Total  Maternal 
^Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000 
births 
registered. 

1930 

19,630 

41 

2.09 

73 

3.72 

5.81 

1931 

18,262 

29 

1.59 

89 

4.87 

6.46 

1932 

17,912 

30 

1.68 

69 

3.85 

5.53 

1933 

* 17,136 

34 

1.98 

50 

2.92 

4.90 

1934 

* 17,041 

35 

2.05 

63 

3.70 

5.75 

1935 

* 16,656 

40 

2.40 

69 

4.14 

6.54 

1936 

* 16,248 

46 

2.83 

59 

. 3.63 

6.46 

1937 

* 15,844 

18 

1.14 

a / 

3.60 

4.73 

1938 

* 15,713 

27 

1.72 

61 

3.88 

5.60 

1939 

* 15,418 

26 

1.69 

51 

3.31 

4.99 

* Includes  Stillbirths. 


Investigations  are  made  into  every  maternal  death  which  occurs 
in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  of  the  county  (i.e.,  the  adminis- 
trative county  less  the  municipal  boroughs  of  Hartlepool,  Jarrow 
and  Stockton).  The  necessary  information  is  obtained  by  the  welfare 
medical  officers  from  the  hospitals,  institutions,  and  doctors  concerned. 
Reports  are  submitted  by  the  County  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the 
Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association  where  midwives 
have  been  in  attendance.  Sixty-one  deaths  have  been  investigated 
during  the  year. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

There  were  140  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  during  the  year 
in  the  administrative  county  compared  with  168  during  1938.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  of  the 
county  was  113  compared  with  138  during  1938.  Twenty-six  deaths 
were  registered  from  puerperal  sepsis  in  the  administrative  county 
and  24  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  during  the  year,  com- 
pared with  27  and  24  during  the  previous  year. 
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In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  Public  Health  (Puery)eral  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia) 
Regulations,  1926  and  1928,  36  cases  were  admitted  to  hospitals, 
while  the  services  of  consultants  were  utilised  in  J 1 cases.  Special 
nursing  facilities  were  utilised  in  one  case. 

Investigation  continues  to  be  made  by  the  Senior  Welfare  Medical 
Officer,  the  County  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the  Superintendent 
of  the  County  Nursing  Association  into  all  cases  of  rise  of  temperature 
occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives  in  the  area  of  the  county  for 
which  the  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
under  the  Midwives  Acts. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
Table  17. 


Cases. 

1 

Notified 
M.  & C.W. 
Area. 

Tre 

a ted. 

V ision 
un- 
impaired 

t'ision 

impaired 

Total 

Bl’dness 

Removed 

No. 

Report 

Deaths. 

At  home. 

Hospital. 

94 

49 

In- 

p’tieut 

40 

Out- 

p’tient 

5 

78 

4 

1 

2 

The  health  visitors  are  instructed  to  make  careful  enquiries  into 
all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  newly-born  children,  and  during 
the  year,  in  addition  to  the  94  cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum, they  reported  430  such  cases  to  which  they  paid  1285  home 
visits. 

The  arrangements  made  by. the  County  Council  for  the  in-patient 
hospital  treatment  of  these  conditions  at  the  Langley  Park  Isolation 
Hospital  ; Isolation  Hospital,  East  Boldon  ; Howbeck  Infirmary, 
West  Hartlepool  ; Chester-le-Street  Isolation  Hospital  ; and  the 
Norman’s  Riding  Isolation  Hospital,  Winlaton,  were  continued 
throughout  the  year. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Notification  of  Births.— The  County  Council  administers  the 
notification  of  births  in  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county  with  the 
exception  of  the  municipal  boroughs  of  Hartlepool,  Jarrow  and  Stock- 
ton.  In  the  area  administered  by  the  County  Council  12,410  live 
births  and  479  stillbirths  were  notified,  while  the  number  registered 
was  12,532  and  559  respectively  (the  corresponding  number  of  regis- 
tered births  in  1938  was  12,890  and  540  respectively).  Of  the  notified 
births  9,578  w'ere  reported  by  midwives,  1,807  by  doctors,  1,392  by 
maternity  homes  and  hospitals,  105  by  public  assistance  institutions 
and  St.  Monnica’s  Home,  and  7 by  relatives  or  other  persons.  The 
health  visitors  paid  first  visits  to  12,809  births  and  it  was  found  that 
in  3.1  per  cent,  of  the  cases  no  doctor  or  midwife  was  present  at  the 
birth. 


Clnld  Life  Proiectimi. — At  the  end  of  the  year  43  cases 
were  under  supervision.  Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  care 
was  good,  the  children  feeling  themselves  to  be  members  of  the  family. 
There  was  still  considerable  ignorance  about  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
especially  the  regulation  requiring  seven  days’  previous  notice  from  a 
prospective  foster  parent  taking  a child  for  the  first  time.  Neglect  of 
this  requirement  has  lead  to  children  being  placed  in  unsuitable  homes 
from  which  they  have  had  to  be  removed. 

Welfare  Journal. — The  circulation  of  this  journal  was  satis- 
factorily maintained. 

County  Travelling  Health  Exhibition. — The  Exhibition  was  on 
view  in  five  towns  and  villages  during  the  year. 

Health  Visitors’  Training  School. — Two  of  the  fifteen  students  in 
training  failed  at  the  first  examination,  but  both  were  successful  later. 

Home  Supervision  of  Children  under  School  Age. — During  the  year 
there  were  approximately  54,940  children  under  five  years  of  age 
under  supervision  by  the'  health  visitors.  To  the  children  under  one 
of  age  12,809  first  visits  and  30,041  revisits  were  paid.  These 
figures  show  that,  allowing  for  still-births  and  deaths  in  the  first 
month,  each  child  under  1 year  received  approximately  4 home  visits. 
7,518  or  58.7%  of  the  children  under  1 year  attended  the  child  welfare 
centres. 

There  were  approximately  43,341  children  between  the  ages  1 
and  5 years,  to  whom  the  health  visitors  paid  108,379  visits,  approxi- 
mately 2.5  home  visits  per  child  per  year.  The  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 who  attended  welfare  centres  was  20,489  ; 
this  figure  shows  that  only  47.3%  of  the  children  attended  a welfare 
centre  even  once. 


Summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors. — The  following  is  a 
summary  of  work  done  by  the  health  visitors  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1939: — 

Table  18. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


3147 
2390 
12809 
36641 
28705 
2721  1 
245 1 8 
27945 
365 
22 


Total  163753 

Tuberculosis.  * 

1st  visits  , 1442 

Re-visits  15385 

Total  16827 


.\nte-natal  — 1st  visits 
Re-visits 

Births — 1st  visits 
Re-visits 


under  1 year 

1 to  2 years 

2 to  3 „ . 

3 to  4 

4 to  5.  ,, 


,,  5 to  6 

Uncertified  Midwives 
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School  Work. 


School  children  (home  visits)  27196 

\'isits  to  schools  . . ...  3366 


Total  30562 


Mental  Deficiency. 


Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  mentally  defective  persons  6773 

Summary. 

Total  number  of  actual  visits  226256 

Unclassified  visits ' ..  8341 

Ineffective  visits  22144 

Proportion  of  Work  in  Percentages  : — 

Mental  School 

M.  and  C.W.  Tuberculosis  Deficiency.  Work. 

75.2  7.7  3.1  14.0 

Cases  Reported  to  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : — 

Overcrowding  . . . .. ..  . 68 

Sanitary  defects  . 289 

Total  357 


The  attendances  of  health’ visitors  numbered  8,677  at  welfare 
centres,  1,554  at  tuberculosis  dispensaries,  285  at  school  clinics,  and 
1,327  days  were  spent  in  inspections  regarding  school  children,  while 
41  days  were  spent  in  conducting  children  to  special  schools. 

NURSING  HOMES. 

During  the  year  no  application  was  made  to  the  County  Council 
under  section  194  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  delegation  of 
their  powers  to  a district  council. 

Eleven  general  and  cottage  hospitals  were  re-inspected  during  the 
year  and  granted  exemption  for  a further  period  of  one  year.  Table 
19  shows  that  one  new  nursing  home  was  registered  in  1939  making* 
a total  of  6.  These  homes  were  periodicaUy  inspected. 


> 


Table  19. 


.\d.ministk.\tive  County  ok  Durham,  — Registered  homes. 


Maternity 

Maternity 

and 

General 

General 

and 

Cottage’ 

Hospitals 

Mental 
Home 
for  border- 
line uncer- 
tified cases. 

1.  No.  of  applications 
for  registration 

1 

• 

2.  No.  of  Homes  regis- 
tered 

1 

4 

1 

3.  No  of  orders  made 
refusing  or  cancell- 
ing registration 

4.  No.  of  appeals  ag- 
gainst  such  orders 

5.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
such  orders  have 
been 

(a)  confirmed  on 
appeal 

_ 

(b)  disallowed 

— 

— 

— 

fi.  No.  of  applications 
for  exemption  from 
registration 



11 

7.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
exemption  has  been 
{a)  granted 

11 

(6)  withdrawn 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  refused 

■ 

■ 

— 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

% 

In  this  administrative  county  the  water  supply  is  derived  from  a 
variety  of  sources.  Along  the  seaboard  the  supplies  are  mainly  from 
deep  wells  in  magnesian  limestone.  Hartlepool  and  West  Hartlepool 
have  two  supplies,  one  (for  drinking  purposes)  being  well  water,  and 
the  other  (for  trade  purposes)  impounded  surface  water.  The  valleys 
of  the  Tees,  Wear,  and  Tyne,  broadly  speaking,  have  water  supplies 
drawn  from  upland  catchment  areas  respectively  in  the  North  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  Upper  Weardale,  and  South  Northumberland.  Bishop 
Auckland  township  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  River  Wear 
and  several  small  areas  use  colliery  water. 

Steady  progress  in  the  improvement  and  extension  of  piped 
supplies  of  water  continued  in  1939.  The  Chester-le-Street  R.D.C. 
extended  their  mains  to  Fatfield,  and  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  laid  a main  to  Heighington  in  the  Darlington  Rural  District. 
In  addition,  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  toolc  over  the  supply 
to  Ferryhill  on  the  1st  J uly  and  to  Hett,  Kelloe,  Cassop,  and  Quarrington 
on  the  1st  April.  Lesser  works  carried  out  during  the  year  were  an 
extension  of  the  main  to  serve  some  84  houses  at  the  Drive,  Washington, 
(carried  out  by  the  Washington  U.D.C.)  and  the  covering-in  of  the 
reservoir  at  Newbiggin  by  the  Barnard  Castle  R.D.C. 


In  general,  the  supply  of  water  throughout  the  county  area, 
with  the  exception  of  certain  small  rural  localities,  subject  to  seasonal 
variation,  was  satisfactory  as  to  both  quality  and  quantity. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


Pollution  of  streams,  especially  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county, 
by  garbage  and  builder’s  waste,  is  a diminishing  nuisance  and  although 
still  found  is  much  less  common  than  in  past  years. 

Effluents  from  colliery  washeries,  chemical  works,  tar  works, 
gas  and  coking  plants,  and  various  other  trade  processes,  are  occasion- 
ally found  to  pollute  the  streams  into  which  they  directly  or  ultimately 
discharge.  In  nearly  every  case  the  responsible  officials  very  readily 
take  measures  to  abate  the  pollution  when  approached,  and  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  the  policy  of  rendering  consultative  service  to  such 
officials,  which  has  been  fostered  by  the  County  Council,  is  now 
evident. 


DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE,  and  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Progress  in  sanitary  works  throughout  the  administrative  county 
was  marked  until  the  outbreak  of  war  when,  unfortunately,  many 
schemes  were  either  suspended  until  the  end  of  hostilities  or  much 
curtailed.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  that  well-advanced 
schemes  were  being  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  others  were 
being  partly  finished  in  order  to  give  some  measure  of  utility  pending 
completion.  Many  very  necessary  projects  were  abandoned  in- 
definitely. 


Among  the  principal  works  suspended  may  be  mentioned  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Deerness  schemes  in  Brandon  Urban  District,  and 
the  large  sewerage  scheme  in  Stanley  Urban  District,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  the  report  for  1938. 


The  following  sewage  works,  and  sewerage  schemes,  were 
completed  during  1939  : — 


District. 

Durham  MB 

Hartlepool  M.B 

J arrow  MB 

Stockton  MB 

Bd.  Castle  UD 

Bp.  Auckland  UD. 

Brandon  & By.  UD. 

Felling  UD 

Hetton  UD 

Houghton-le-Sp.  UD. 
Spennymoor  UD. 
do. 

Stanley  UD 

Washington  UD. 
Whickham  UD. 

Bd.  Castle  RD 

Darlington  RD.  - 

Durham  RD 

do. 

do. 


Works  completed. 

Small  sewage  disposal  works  at  South  Road. 
Sew'erage  scheme  in  the  township. 

Low  Simonside  sewer. 

Newham  Grange  sewer. 

Sewerage  scheme  in  the  township. 
Sewerage  at  S.  Helen’s,  Auckland,  trading 
estate. 

Privy  conversions  at  Broompark. 

Bill  Quay  sewerage  scheme. 

Privy  conversions  in  the  district. 
Burnmoor  sewerage  scheme. 

Tudhoe  Mill  sewage  disposal  works. 
Merrington  Lane  Beck  culvert. 

South  Medomsley  sewage  pumping  scheme. 
Barmston  sewage  tank. 

Privy  conversions  at  Sunniside. 

Sewerage  at  Egglestone  village. 
Improvements  to  sewage  plant  at  Dinsdale 
Park  School. 

Cassop  Colliery  sewage  disposal  works. 
West  Rainton  sewage  disposal  works. 
Aldin  Grange  sewage  disposal  works. 
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Easington  RD  Sewerage  schemes  at  : — 

, Deaf  Hill,  Wingate,  Seaton  Lane,  Thornley, 

George  Street,  Murton,  Crimdon  Dene 
and  Limekiln  Gill. 

Sedgefield  RD . . Fishburn  sewage  disposal  works. 

Stockton  RD.  Sewerage  at  Elwick  village. 

do.  Carlton  sewage  disposal  works. 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

During  1939  the  following  Inquiries  were  held  by  Inspectors 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  U.D. — 

(a)  For  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  including 
sewage  works  extensions,  in  the  Upper  Deerness  Valley. 
Estimated  cost  £18,3U0(*). 

(b)  For  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the 
Lower  Deerness  Valley.  Estimated  cost  £29,600  (*). 

Felling  U.D. 

For  (inter  alia)  provision  of  land  for  refuse  disposal. 
Estimated  cost  (for  recreation  ground  and  refuse  tip) 
£456.  (♦). 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D.  : — 

For  water-softening  and  filtration  plant  for  the  town- 
ship. Estimated  cost  £6,700  (|). 

Seaham  U.D.  : — 

For  provision  of  land  for  refuse  disposal.  Estimated 
cost  £1,910  (*). 

Lanchester  R.D.  ; — 

For  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Lan- 
chester. Estimated  cost  £5,135  (*). 

W^eardale  R.D.  — : 

For  works  of  extension  and  improvement  at  Stanhope 
sewage  disposal  works.  Estimated  cost  £597. 

(*)  These  schemes  have  been  sanctioned. 

(t)  Scheme  abandoned  : in  lieu  the  Council  propose  to 
take  a supply  of  water  from  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Co. 

In  the  case  of  the  Weardale  R.D.  Inquiry  mentioned  above,  the 
Council  were  unable  to  obtain  any  grant  towards  the  proposed  works 
from  the  Commissioner  for  Special  Areas,  and  decided  to  carry  out 
the  work  from  revenue  as  opportunity  permitted. 

The  Sunniside  sewerage,  etc.,  scheme  in  Whickham,  which  was 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  1938,  has  been  deferred  owing  to  war. 

PITHEAD  BATHS. 

Some  28  pithead  baths  were  functioning  for  the  use  of  subsurface 
workers  in  the  coal  industry  in  this  administrative  county  by  the  end  of 
1939  : 7 having  opened  during  the  year  and  21  previously.  The 


present  ])osition  with  regard  te  pithead  baths  is  given  in  llie  statement 


following  : — 

Year  of 

No.  of 

C'ollieries  served 

opening. 

baths. 

by  baths. 

1927 

1 

Boldon. 

1929 

1 

Mainsforth. 

1930 

2 

Whitburn,  Eppleton. 

1931 

.) 

Ilolmside  (Craghead), 

Horden. 

1932 

2 

Herrington,  Dawdon. 

1 933 

3 

Elemore,  Thornley,  Hylton. 

1934 

2 

Blackball,  Silksworth. 

1936 

2 

Ryhope,  Morrison  Busty. 

1937 

3 

hkisington,  Harraton,  X'^ane 
Tempest. 

1938 

3 

Dean  and  Chapter,  Betty  and 
Ann,  Kibblesworth. 

1939 

7 

Allerdene  Shop  Pit,  Lumley 
Sixth,  East  Hetton,  Shotton, 
Wheatley  Hill,  Murton,  Eish- 
burn. 
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BURNING  SPOILBANKS. 

The  attention  paid  in  previous  years  to  this  matter  continued 
during  1939  and  improvements  were  generally  maintained.  Blanketting 
with  sand,  marl  or  clay,  clay  grouting,  continuous  spray  with  water, 
or  water  flooding  of  the  spoil  banks  were  the  methods  most  widely 
used.  Watf^r  spraying  or  flooding  has  been  found  to  be  very  effective. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  approximate  number  of  registered  dairy  herds  in  the  ad- 
ministrative county  during  the  year  was  3,157  and  the  estimated 
number  of  cows  producing  milk  was  32,000. 

In  21  cases  bulk  samples  of  milk  taken  by  local  authorities  were 
reported  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli.  Investigations  by  the  veterinary  officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Eisheries  into  the  origin  of  tubercle 
bacilli  in  these  samples  necessitated  visits  to  21  farms  and  22  tuber- 
culous cows  in  1 7 farms  were  detected  and  slaughtered.  These  are 
included  in  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Order.  Upon  completion  of  these  investigations  bulk  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  from  each  herd,  the  final  results  showing  the  milk 
in  all  cases  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

Throughout  the  year  the  veterinary  officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Eisheries  paid  6,160  visits  to  farms  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Orders,  which  involved  the  examination  of  74,582  animals. 
These  inspections  resulted  in  the  slaughter  of  172  tuberculous  animals, 
which  are  included  in  the  total  number  shown  as  having  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  233  cows  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  mastitis  or  some  other  pathological  condition. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938,  the  total  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  on  account  of  suspected  tuberculosis 
was  305. 


3!) 


The  county  inspectors  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  continued 
to  take  samples  of  non-designated  milk  for  bacteriological  examination 
in  accordance  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915, 
and  during  the  year  168  samples  were  taken.  Of  these  samples  5 
were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  equal  to  2.9  per  cent. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  licenses,  as  on  31st  December, 
1939,  issued  for  the  production  and  sale  of  designated  milk  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938  : — 


Tuberculin 
Tested.  Accredited. 

Establishments  at  which  the  milk  was 


bottled 

24 

104 

Establishments  at  which  the  milk  was  not 

/ 

bottled 

34 

306. 

Totals 

58 

410 

A total  of  1,236  samples  of  milk  was  collected  by  officers  of  the 
County  Health  Department.  Table  20  .shows  the  result  of  the  examina- 
;ion  of  these  samples. 

Of  the  samples  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  107  were  collected 
by  the  sampling  officers  of  the  County  Health  Department  and  168 
by  the  county  food  and  drugs  inspectors.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
2.8%  of  the  designated  milk  samples  tubercle  bacilli  were  found, 
while  2.9%  of  the  non-designated  milk  samples  were  reported  positive. 

In  1938  the  incidence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  samples  of  designated 
milk  was  5.3%  and  in  the  non-designate.l  milk  4.9%. 

Samples  of  the  milk  supplied  to  schools  were  collected  from  time 
to  time  by  the  sampling  officers  of  the  County  Health  Department  and 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  or  chemical  analysis. 
The  pasteurising  establishments  were  also  visited  periodically  for 
sampling  purposes. 

Alilk  As-iistayice  Scheme. — The  number  of  families  assisted  under 
the  scheme  during  the  year  was  10,254,  while  the  number  receiving 
assistance  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5,185  compared  with  9,374  and 
5,829  respectively  in  1938.  Most  of  the  milk  supplied  was  dried  milk 
but  an  increasing  proportion  of  fresh  milk  was  being  supplied,  designated 
milk  being  utilised  as  far  as  possible. 
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w\dministrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — -Weekly  Statement  of  notifiable  diseases  reported. 


Week 

Ended. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal 

1 Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 - - 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Acute  Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Cerebro  Spinal 

1 Fever 

Acute  Encepha- 

litis I.ethargica 

Acute 

Polio-Myelitis 

*Chickenpox 

fMeasles. 

1 

jWhooping 

Cough 

Jan.  7 

. 

41 

58 

- 

8 

11 

31 

— ■ 

__ 

1 



— 

6 

1 

_ 

14  

— 

37 

53 

2 

3 

11 

33 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

43 

63 

2 

1 

8 

34 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

‘) 



— 

28  

— 

41 

61 

— 



1 

13 

22 





1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Feb.  4 

— 

39 

50 

— 

4 

— 

13 

30 





— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

11  

— 

49 

68 

— 

2 

2 

17 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

18  

— 

53 

59 

— 

4 

— 

11 

45 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  

— 

40 

61 

— 

1 

1 

11 

20 





— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Mar.  4 

— 

40 

42 

— 

8 

1 

11 

37 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

11  

— 

52 

57 

— 

1 

3 

5 

27 





— 

1 

■ — -■ 

— 

7 

— 

— 

18  

— 

41 

47 

— 

4 

2 

10 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

— 

— 

25  

— 

23 

40 

— 

3 

11 

19 

9 

1 

- 

11 

— 

April  1 

— 

20 

45 

— 

4 

3 

12 

22 

— 

12 

— 

8 

— 

23 

26 

— 

2 

1 

7 

20 

— 



2 

1 

— 

9 

— • 

— 

15  

— 

24 

24 

— 

4 

1 

13 

32 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

22  

— 

42 

28 

— 

1 

— ■ 

8 

29 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— — 

— 

29  

— 

21 

37 

— 

4 

3 

11 

15 

— 



— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

May  6 

— 

34 

33 

— 

2 

— 

6 

17 

— 

— 

— 

1 



2 

1 

— 

13  

— 

23 

20 



1 

2 

4 

27 





— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

■ ' 

— ■ 

20  

— 

17 

25 

— 

1 

1 

8 

22 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

27 

t } ^ • 

— 

19 

14 

— 

1 

3 

9 

29 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

June  3 

— 

14 

27 

— 

3 

3 

6 

22 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10  

— 

22 

21 

— 

5 

2 

9 

32 

— 



— 

9 

— 

17  

— 

18 

26 

— 

1 

3 

6 

18 

— 



— 

— ■ 

— 

24  

— 

18 

28 

1 

8 

— 

6 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

July  1 

— 

31 

30 

— 

3 

') 

9 

14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

8 

— 

27 

27 

1 

3 

6 

6 

16 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15  

— 

29 

26 

— 

2 

1 

11 

17 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22  

— 

32 

27 

— 

1 

3 

2 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 



2 

— 

29  



21 

25 

— 

3 

8 

12 

12 

— 





_ 



_ 



— 

— 

Aug.  5 

— 

29 

32 

— 

5 

6 

5 

16 

— 

— 





— 

1 

19 

— 

12  

— 

23 

37 

— 

1 

4 

5 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

19  

— 

21 

28 

— 

2 

1 

5 

15 

— 



— 

_ 

— 

26 

— 

26  

— 

23 

24 

2 

2 

1 

2 

5 

_ 

_ 









— 

5 

— 

Sept.  2 

— 

21 

29 

1 

4 

2 

4 

9 

— 





1 

— 

7 

— 

9 

— 

39 

36 

1 

2 

4 

3 

6 

_ 









1 

— 

16  

— 

15 

30 

1 

6 

3 

6 

9 

— 





1 

— 



— 

5 

— ■ 

23  

— 

12 

33 

2 

— 

1 

7 

6 

— 



— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

30  

— 

26 

57 

— ■ 

5 

2 

3 

10 







1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Oct.  7 

— 

34 

47 

2 

3 

— — 

8 

6 

— . 

1 

— 

1 

— ^ 



— 

2 

— 

14  

— 

33 

48 

— 

5 

2 

10 

22 

_ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

21 

— 

25 

53 

— 

2 

3 

8 

14 

— 



_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

28  

— 

26 

47 

— 

2 

1 

3 

18 

■ ■ ■ 





2 

— 



— ■ 

1 

Nov.  4 

— 

20 

25 

— 

3 

1 

5 

14 







1 

_ 

— 

95 

3 

11  



22 

49 

1 

1 

4 

10 

22 

...  ■ 

1 

— 

125 

63 

18  



14 

55 

— 

2 

4 

7 

26 

■ 1 

, 

— 

96 

97 

25  

— 

23 

40 

— 

3 

2 

6 

16 

— 

1 

■ . . 

— 

■ . , 

_ 

— 

133 

93 

Dec.  2 

— 

22 

41 

2 

1 

4 

9 

14 



1 

■ 

1 



105 

49 

9 

— 

25 

37 

— 

2 

4 

9 

10 



6 



■ ..  1 

_ 

— 

112 

48 

16  

— 

24 

38 

— 

1 

1 

9 

23 

_ 

2 

— 

, . 

■ 

— 

87 

47 

23  



15 

39 

— 

4 

1 

9 

25 



■ ■ 

1 

— 

— 

63 

42 

30  

15 

43 

1 

3 

6 

33 

1 

— • 

2 

100 

23 

Totals  for  the  Year 

— 

1441 

2026 

14 

140 

110 

416 

1070 

, 

17 

— 

32 

5 

5 

101 

1010 

465 

*Not  notifiable  throughout  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county. 


jCompulsorily  notifiable  throughout  the  administrative  county  from  23rd  October,  1939 


Table  22. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Statement  showing  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  Sanitary 

District. 


1 Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

jS 

% 

Oh 

• 

(A 

Oh 

Pneumonia  j 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Acute  Polio-  1 

Encephalitis  1 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

1 Acute  Encepha- 
1 litis  Lethargica 

Acute 

Polio-Myelitis 

*Chickenpox 

fMeasles. 

1 t Whooping 

Cough 

Urban  Districts. 

Durham  Borough 

26 

32 

! 

3 

/ 

5 

1 

148 

M 

i 

Hartlepool  Borough  

— 

10 

9 

2 

5 

— ■ 

2 

12 

! 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jarrow  Borough 

— 

22 

28 

— • 

6 

8 

21 

98 

J 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Stockton  Borough 

— 

75 

129 

— 

16 

8 

50 

160 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

11 

Barnard  Castle 

— • 

57 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

11 

— 

Billingham 

— • 

47 

87 

— 

5 

4 

15 

26 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Bishop  Auckland 

— 

48 

43 

2 

11 

4 

10 

7 



— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

54 

14 

Blaydon 

— ■ 

85 

72 

— 



4 

14 

13 



1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

16 

Boldon  . .. 

— 

39 

26 

— 

1 

— 

6 

5 



4 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

— • 

25 

34 

— 

3 

2 

15 

18 



— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Chester-le-Street 



13 

36 

1 

2 

2 

11 

19 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Consett 

54 

73 

3 

13 

1 

20 

42 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

7 

34 

Crook  and  Willington 

— 

45 

31 

— 

1 

1 

9 

45 



— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

89 

9 

Felling  

— 

29 

34 

— 

1 

/ 

6) 

21 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Hebburn 

— ■ 

6 

20 

— 

2 

4 

19 

35 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

i 

Hetton  

— 

18 

36 

1 

2 

4 

10 

43 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

18 

Houghton-le-Spring 

— 

27 

19 

5 

3 

14 

80 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Ryton  

— ■ 

21 

19 

2 

3 

6 

— 



— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

3 

Seaham 

— 

55j 

54 



4 

— 

10 

64 

— 

— 



() 

— 

— 

— 

94 

23 

Shildon 

— 

27 

28 

1 

2 

2 

11 

12 

23 

Spennymoor 

— 

72' 

25 

— 

1 

1 

7 

15 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

181 

3 

Stanley 

— 

76: 

195 

9 

Jmt 

6 

5 

23 

34 



2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

8 

3 

Tow  Law 

— • 

6' 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Washington 

— 

45 

158 

3 

— 

6 

16 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Whickham 

- 

26i 

53 

5 

3 

20 

35 



— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

94 

— 

Rural  Districts 

Barnard  Castle 

6l! 

11 

1 

2 

7 

3 

20 

22 

Chester-le-Street 

43 

89 

1 

n 

6 

20 

45 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

32 

Darlington 

— 

11' 

14 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

Durham 

— - 

39; 

91 

— 

3 

7 

10 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

44 

83 

Easington 

— . 

186j 

414 

— 

7 

10 

21 

73 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

6 

50 

Lanchester 

— 

10! 

7 

— 

2i 

— 

3i 

21 

— 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Sedgefield 

— 

48l 

66 

— 

ii; 

3 

17 

34 

— 

1 

— 

i! 

— 

— 

— 

155 

3 

Stockton 

— 

20| 

15| 

1 

T 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Sunderland 

— 

50| 

65' 

' 

6 

11 

22 

45 



— 

' 

2i 

1 

1 

— 

4 

2 

Weardale 

— 

19i 

9' 

) 

1 

2i 

2 

() 

5 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

.A.dministrative  County 

j 

1441:2026 

14| 

1 

140 

1 

110 

1 

416 

1070 

— 

17 

— ' 

32 

5 

51 

101 

1010 

465 

* Not  notifiable  throughout  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county. 


t Compulsorily  notifiable  from  23rd  October,  1939. 


Table  23. 


Administrative  County  of  Durha.m,  1 !)39. - Number  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  notified 

and  the  number  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals. 


1 

1 

District. 

1 

Estimated 

Population 

1939 

i 

Small- 

pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Di] 

the 

jh- 

ria 

Fmteric 

Fever 

Totals. 

No.  1 

Notified  | 

Removed  to  | 

Hospital  j 

No. 

Notified 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

No. 

1 Notified 

Removed  to 
j Hospital 

No.  j 

[ Notified 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

No. 

Notified 

Removed  to  | 
Hospital  1 

Urban  Districts. 

Durham  Borough 

19090 

- 

26 

29 

32 

32 

_ 

58 

61 

Hartlepool  Borough  

17320 

— 

— 

10 

7 

9 

8 

2 

9 

21 

17 

Jarrovv  Borough 

29830 

— 

— 

22 

22 

28 

30 

— 

— 

50 

52 

Stockton  Borough 

C7270 

— 

— 

75 

70 

129 

125 

— 

204 

195 

Barnard  Castle 

4116 

— 

— 

57 

53 

1 

3 

— 

58 

56 

Billingham 

20700 

— 

— 

47 

48 

87 

83 

— 

— 

134 

131 

Bishop  Auckland 

35290 

— 

— 

48 

41 

43 

46 

9 

2 

93 

83 

Blaydon 

30400 

— • 

— 

85 

90 

72 

71 

— 

157 

161 

Boldon  

16390 

— . 

39 

50 

26 

24 

— 

65 

74 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

19560 

— ■ 

— 

25 

27 

34 

36 

_ 

— 

59 

63 

Chester  le-Street 

17510 

— 

— 

13 

10 

36 

36 

1 

— 

50 

46 

Consett  

37420 

— 

— 

54 

41 

73 

67 

3 

3 

130 

111 

Crook  and  Willington 

28080 

— 

— 

45 

47 

31 

30 

— 

76 

77 

Felling  

25480 

— 

— 

29 

30 

34 

34 





63 

64 

Hebburn  

22930 

— ■ 

— 

6 

6 

20 

20 

— 

— 

26 

26 

Hetton  

19280 

— 

— 

18 

14 

36 

46 

1 

1 

55 

61 

Houghton-le-Spring 

29150 

— ■ 

— 

27 

23 

19 

22 

— 

46 

45 

Ryton  

13650 

— 

— • 

21 

22 

19 

19 

40 

41 

Seaham ...  . ,. 

28210 

— 

— 

55 

25 

54 

53 



109 

78 

Shildon 

13830 

— ■ 



27 

26 

28 

28 

1 

1 

56 

55 

Spennymoor 

18780 

— ■ 

— 

72 

69 

25 

22 

— 



97 

91 

Stanley 

49730 

- — 

— • 

76 

54 

195 

193 

2 

2 

273 

249 

Tow  Law 

3264 

— 

— 

6 

6 

3 

5 



9 

11 

Washington 

16970 





45 

38 

158 

163 

— 

203 

201 

Whickham 

22290 

— 

— 

26 

24 

53 

50 

— 

— 

79 

74 

Rural  Districts. 

Barnard  Castle 

17520 

. , 

61 

63 

11 

16 

72 

79 

Chester-le-Street 

42150 

— 

— 

43 

40 

89 

89 

1 

1 

133 

130 

Darlington 

9076 

— 

— 

11 

12 

14 

10 

— 

— 

25 

22 

Durham 

32310 





39 

42 

91 

112 

— 

..  

130 

154 

Easington 

80890 



— 

186 

96 

414 

485 



3 

600 

584 

Lanchester 

15440 



10 

5 

7 

7 

17 

12 

Sedgefield  

34050 



48 

44 

66 

79 





114 

123 

Stockton 

7330 



— . . 

20 

18 

15 

16 

35 

34 

Sunderland 

24080 

— 



50 

38 

65 

65 

■ 

— - 

115 

103 

Weardale 

9364 

— 

— 

19 

17 

9 

5 

1 

1 

29 

23 

Administrative  Countv 

878810 

— 

— 

1441 

1247 

2026 

2124 

14 

16 

3481 

3387 

41 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Until  the  30th  September,  1939,  the  County  Council  administered 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  administrative  county  with  the  exception  of  the  municipal 
borough  of  Hartlepool.  The  local  officials  of  Jarrow  and  Stockton 
were  responsible  for  taking  samples  in  these  municipal  boroughs 
but  they  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  analysis. 

On  the  1st  October,  1939,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came 
into  operation  and  the  County  Council  ceased  to  be  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  for  the  Borough  of  Stockton  and  the  urban  district 
of  Stanley,  but  the  latter  authority  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
County  Council  whereby  the  County  Council  continued  to  administer 
the  Act.  The  borough  of  Hartlepool  ceased  to  be  a Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  and  the  borough  of  Jarrow  officials  ceased  to  be  respons- 
ible for  the  taking  of  samples. 

Briefly,  by  the  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the 
County  Council  administers  the  Act  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
administrative  county  with  the  exception  of  the  borough  of  Stockton 

During  the  year  2367  samples  were  analysed  as  follows  ; — 


No.  of  Samples  found  to  be  genuine  2126 

No.  of  genuine  samples  below  standard  32 

No.  of  samples  adulterated  or  below  standard 120 

No.  of  samples  taken  as  reference  samples  '17 

No.  of  samples  taken  as  appeal  samples  72 


Of  the  17  reference  samples  5 were  found  to  be  below  standard^ 
while  of  the  72  appeal  samples,  27  were  found  to  be  below  standard^ 

During  the  year  1196  samples  of  milk  w^ere  taken  for  analysis, 
of  which  168,  equal  to  14.04  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  not  genuine  or 
below  standard.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  13  cases. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  as  to  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Part  V.  the  mortality  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  during 
the  past  ten  years  and  cases  admitted  to  isolation  hospitals. 


42 


Table  24. 

.\i)MiMsrKA  ri  VK  C()UNT\'  ()!•  DURHAM,  1 !)39. — Ncjtifiable  clisea.sees. 
Number  of  cases,  admissions  to  liospitals,  and  deaths. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 
Deaths  ; 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  I'ever 

1441 

1247 

9 

Diphtheria  ..  . 

2026 

2124 

111 

Enteric  Fever 

14 

16 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

140 

49 

26 

Pneumonia 

1070 

18 

435 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

110 

40 

— 

Erysipelas 

416 

38 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

*32 

30 

3 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  

5 

2 

21 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

5 

2 

— 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

1 

*Chickenpox 

101 

4 

— 

fMeasles 

1010 

6 

16 

fVVTiooping  Cough  

465 

6 

33 

*Not  notifiable  throughout  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county,  a 
fCompulsorily  notifiable  from  23rd  October,  1939. 
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45 


Scarlet  Fever .-^Thc  incidence  of  this  disease,  which  has  been 
high  since  1933  and  which  in  1934  reached  the  unprecedented  level 
of  8.63  cases  per  1000  of  the  population,  shows  signs  of  declining. 
During  1939,  1441  cases  (1.63  per  1000  of  the  population)  were  noti- 
fied, a comparatively  low  incidence.  There  were  9 deaths,  giving 
rates  of  0.56  per  cent,  of  notifications,  and  0.01  per  1000  population. 

Diphtheria. — Since  1934  the  county  has  been  experiencing  a 
very  high  incidence  which  in  1937  reached  a peak  rate  of  4.02  notifica- 
tions per  1000  population.  The  incidence  is  declining  but  in  1939, 
with  2026  cases  notified  (2.30  per  1000  population),  it  was  still  high. 
Deaths  registered  numbered  111,  giving  rates  of  5.47  per  cent,  of  cases 
notified  and  0.13  per  1000  population. 

Enteric  Fever. — I'ourteen  cases  were  notified,  the  lowest  number 
and  rate  recorded.  One  death  occurred. 

Measles. — This  disease  became  notifiable  throughout  the  county 
from  the  23rd  October,  1939.  During  1939  16  deaths  were  certified 
from  this  cause  as  compared  with  41  in  1938,  and  the  death-rates  per 
1,000  population  were  0.02  in  1939  and  0.05  in  1938. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  also  became  notifiable  throughout 
the  county  from  23rd  October,  1939.  Deaths  from  this  cause  numbered 
33  in  1939,  compared  with  29  in  1938  ; the  corresponding  death-rates 
per  1,000  population  being  0.04  and  0.03  respectively. 

Diarrhoea  ayid  Enteritis  {under  2 years  of  age). — The  deaths  from 
this  cause  in  1939  numbered  58  compared  with  61  in  1938.  The 
death-rates  [a]  per  1000  population  were  : 1938 — 0.07,  1939 — 0.07. 
{h)  per  1,000  births  registered  : 1938 — 4.04,  1939 — 3.93. 

Influenza. — Deaths  increased  from  128  in  1938  to  137  during 
1039,  and  the  dea,th-rate  from  this  cause  correspondingly  increased 
from  0.14  in  1937  to  0.16  in  1939. 

MALIGNANT  DISEASES  (CANCER,  ^tc.). 

The  Cancer  Act,  1939,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  29th 
March,  requires  the  County  Council  to  make,  in  consultation  with 
hospital  authorities  and  medical  practitioners,  arrangements  to  secure 
that  adequate  facilities  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
in  the  county  suffering  from  cancer  and  to  submit  these  arrangements 
for  the  approval  of  the  Minister  by  29th  March,  1940.  By  a later 
circular  the  period  within  which  arrangements  were  to  be  submitted 
was  extended  to  31st  March,  1941. 

The  County  Council  has  no  institution  of  its  own  in  which  the 
surgical  and  radiological  facilities  required  for  the  modern  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  cancer  are  available  and  patients  suffering  from  the 
various  forms  of  this  disease  are  referred  to  the  voluntary  hospitals 
in  the  county  area  or  in  the  adjoining  county  boroughs.  The  hospital 
units  in  the  public  assistance  institutions  of  the  County  Council  are 
available  for  co-operative  work  with  the  voluntary  hospitals. 

The  following  are  the  voluntary  hospitals  to  which  patients 
resident  in  this  administrative  area  are  admitted  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  cancer  ; — 

Royal  Victoria  Jnfirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (Radium  Centre)- 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  County  Borough. 
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Ingham  Infirmary,  South  Shields  County  Borough. 

Cameron  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool  County  Borough. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Darlington  County  Borough. 

Hartlepools  Hospital,  Hartlepool  Municipal  Borough. 

Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  Stockton-on-Tces  Municipal 
Borough. 

County  Hospital,  Durham  Municipal  Borough. 

Richard  IMurray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  Consett  Urban  District. 

Patients  are  also  admitted  to  the  public  assistance  hospitals 
in  the  county  boroughs  of  Gateshead  and  South  Shields,  viz.,  The 
High  Teams  and  Harton  hospitals  respectively. 

Table  27. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  statistics  in  respect  of 
cancer  mortality  for  this  administrative  county  and  England  and 
Wales  for  the  past  ten  years  ; while  Table  28  gives  the  number  of 
cancer  deaths  in  each  sanitary  district  tabulated  to  show  the  organs 
affected  together  with  the  sex  and  age  periods. 


Durham  County 

England 

AND  Wales. 

Year 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1930 

1,027 

1.09 

57,883 

1.46 

1931 

1,038 

1.12 

59,346 

1.48 

1932 

1,098 

1.19 

60,716 

1.51 

1933 

1,082 

1.18 

61,572 

1.53 

1934 

1,130 

1.24 

63,263 

1.56 

1935 

1,238 

1.36 

64,507 

1.59 

1936 

1,156 

1.29 

66,354 

1.63 

1937 

1,155 

1.30 

66,991 

1.63 

1938 

1,242 

1.40 

68,605 

1.66 

1939 

1,275 

1.45 

67,133 

1.63 

Table  28. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Deaths  from  cancer  tabulated  to  show  the  organs  affected,  sex  and  age 

periods. 


District. 

Deaths  £ 
subjoined 

It 

ages. 

Bu 

Cav 

ccal 

ity. 

Pharynx 
j Oeso- 
! phagus, 
f Stomach, 
Liver 
! and 
Annexa. 

Peri- 

toneum, 

Intes- 

tines 

and 

Rectum . 

Fe- 

male 

Geni- 

tal 

Or- 

gans. 

Breast. 

Skin. 

L _ _ 

Ot 

c 

uns 

fi 

Org 

her 

)r 

reel- 

ed 

^ans 

1 To1 

:als. 

0- 

25 

25- 

45 

45- 

65 

65- 

75 

75  & 
Up. 

M 

F 

M 

1 

* F 

M 

F 

I' 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Urban  Districts. 
Durham 

1 

5 

8 

8 

2 

4 

! 

9 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

8 

16 

Hartlepool 

— 

3 

17 

10 

5 

9 

8 

3 

6 

2 

5 

— 

4 

1 

1 

5 

2 

18 

17 

J arrow 

— 

7 

18 

19 

6 

3 

1 

9 

5 

4 

4 

1 

6 

2 

— 

6 

1 

25 

25 

Stockton 

1 

5 

42 

31 

11 

5 

2 

i 13 

II 

13 

11 

10 

10 

1 

— 

7 

7 

39 

51 

Barnard  Castle 

— 

— 

2 

5 

3 

— 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

Billingham 

— 

4 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

3 

6 

4 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— j 

9 

11 

Bishop  Auckland  

1 

1 

23 

17 

8 

3 

1 JO 

11 

3 

3 

4 

— 

6 

1 

— 

6 

3 

23 

27 

Blaydon 

— 

7 

20 

11 

3 

2 

— 

11 

1 1 

3 

3 

3 

6 

— 

4 

— 

— 

6 

3 1 

22 

19 

Boldon 

— 

4 

11 

9 

7 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

4 

3 

18 

13 

Brandon  and  By- 
shottles  

18 

10 

3 

6 

2 

4 

1 

5 

4 

6 

3 

16 

15 

Chester-le-Street  

— 

1 

20 

13 

6 

3 

— 

4 

4 

4 

4 

/ 



5 

1 

— 

6 

2 

18 

22 

Consett 

— 

— 

22 

24 

— 

3 

— 

10 

6 

7 

3 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

1 

28 

18 

Crook  and  Willington 

— 

3 

26 

18 

8 

1 

1 

15 

9 

3 

8 

4 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

2 

26 

27 

Felling 

— 

4 

17 

13 

4 

— 

— 

14 

7 

3 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

21 

17 

Hebburn 

1 

3 

11 

18 

4 

1 

— 

9 

4 

9 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

27 

10 

Hetton 

— 

3 

9 

12 

5 

2 

1 

9 

9 

6 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

13 

16 

Houghton-le-Spring 

— 

2 

14 

9 

4 

2 

— • 

5 

4 

0 

5 

1 

— 

— 

9 

— 

4 

1 

18 

11 

Ryton 

— 

2 

9 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Ld 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

10 

6 

Seaham 

1 

4 

11 

8 

3 

1 

5 

t 

2 

— 

3 

O 

— 

— 

3 

4 

10 

17 

Shildoii 

— 

2 

5 

11 

4 

— 

— 

n 

i 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

13 

9 

Spennymoor 

— 

2 

12 

9 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

13 

10 

Stanley 

1 

6 

42 

24 

11 

1 

— 

23 

14 

10 

4 

6 

5 

— 

— 

10 

11 

44 

40 

Tow  Law 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Washington 

— 

3 

17 

5 

3 

— 

— 

8 

2 

7 

1 

6 

— 

2 

. 

— 

1 

1 

16 

12 

Wliickham 

— 

3 

15 

10 

4 

— 

1 

9 

2 

4 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

21 

11 

Totals  (U.D.’s.) 

6 

74 

398 

304 

106 

30 

7 

190 

132 

111 

76 

86 

1 

66 

11 

1 

117 

60 

460 

428 

Rural  Districts. 
Barnard  Castle 

1 

1 

7 

13 

11 

2 

4 

5 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

18 

15 

Chester-le-Street 

1 

5 

32 

26 

6 

3 

— 

10 

11 

11 

12 

6 

1 

5 

— 

— 

9 

2 

34 

36 

Darlington 

— 

— 

9 

4 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Durham 

1 

3 

21 

17 

4 

1 

1 

12 

3 

9 

6 

5 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

26 

20 

Easington  . 

2 

9 

50 

29 

17 

4 

— 

23 

19 

11 

7 

11 

13 

1 

2 

12 

4 

51 

56 

Lanchester 

— 



6 

8 

4 

3 

— 

5 

3 

2 

2 



1 

— 

2 

— 

11 

7 

Sedgefield  

3 

2 

10 

15 

6 

— 

— 

5 

6 

4 

4 

3 

— 

3 

2 

8 

1 

20 

16 

Stockton 

1 

— 

5 

5 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

7 

8 

Sunderland 

— 

7 

19  < 

►l3 

8 

2 

— 

10 

4 

6 

7 

5 

— 

10 





3 

— 

21 

26 

Weardale  

— 

9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

All  Urban  Districts 

6 

74 

398 

304 

106 

30 

7 

190 

132 

111 

76 

86 

1 

66 

11 

■■ 

1 

117 

60 

460 

428 

Rural  Districts 

9 

29 

153 

132 

64 

16 

1 

74 

56 

51 

43 

36 

2 

38 

5 

5 

48 

12 

196 

191 

Administrative 
• County  . I 

15 

103 

551 

436 

170 

46 

8 

264 

188 

162 

119 

122 

3 

!io4 

16 

[ 

1 

! 6 

165 

72 

656 

619 

47 


VACCINATION. 


The  work  in  the  administrative  county  was  carried  out  by  71 
public  vaccinators  and  20  vaccination  officers. 

Table  20. 

Numbers  of  persons  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinatetl  at  the  cost  of 
the  rates  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  ]niblic  assistance  institutions 
and  the  public  vaccinators  during  the  year  ended  30th  September 
1939. 


Numbers  of  successful  Primary 
Vaccinations  of  Persons  : — 

Number  of  successful  re-vaccina- 
tions,  i.e.,  successful  vaccinations 
of  persons  who  had  been  success- 
fully vaccinated  at  some  previous 
time. 

Under  one 
year  of 
age 

One  year 
and 

upwards 

Total 

3,800 

203 

4,003 

• 

93 

BLIND  PERSONS. 

f 

Administvation. — The  Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Incorpora- 
ted Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Cleveland  and  South 
Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind  continued  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The 
number  of  blind  persons  on  the  County  Council’s  register  on  the  31st 
December,  1939,  was  1,830  a decrease  of  03  on  the  total  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938.  lOuring  the  year  the  names  of  240  blind  persons  were 
added  to  the  register.  The  names  of  303  persons  were  removed  from 
the  register,  of  these  257  had  died  or  left  the  county  area,  and  40  were 
found  on  re-examination  to  be  not  blind  ; included  among  the  latter 
[Were  those  whose  sight  was  restored  after  receiving  surgical  treat- 
ment under  the  Council’s  arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness. A total  of  530  eye  examinations  was  carried  out  by  three  part- 
[time  ophthalmologists  appointed  by  the  County  Council.  These 
ere  cases  classified  as  follows  : — ’ 

First  Examinations. 


Number  certified 

‘blind’ 

244 

Number  certified 

‘not  blind’ 

134 

examinations 

Number  certified 

‘blind’ 

100 

Number  certified 

‘not  blind’ 

...  58 

Total  number  of 

examinations 

536 

hdiication,  Training  and  Employment. — The  duties  and  res- 
I'onsibility  of  education  authorities  for  the  elementary  education 
|‘f  blind  persons  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years  and  for  the  technical 
jraining  of  those  over  the  age  of  16  years  continued  as  before.  At 
pe  end  of  the  year  34  children  were  receiving  elementary  education 
|i  schools  for  the  blind,  and  23  blind  persons  over  the  age  of  16  years 
rere  being  trained  in  suitable  trades.  At  the  end  of  1939  the  number 
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of  trained  unemployed  blind  persons  was  f,  the  same  number  as  at  , 
the  end  of  the  previous  year.  There  are  at  present  46  workshop 
employees  and  9 home  workers  in  respect  of  whom  the  County  Council  j 
makes  grants  to  the  Sunderland  and  Cleveland  institutions  for  the  blind 
and  grants  are  made  to  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library  \ 
for  the  Blind  in  respect  of  3 blind  persons  who  are  employed  as  Braille  • f'l 
copyists.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  workshop  employees  is  , 4 
accounted  for  by  the  transfer  to  the  Middlesbrough  Corporation  under  h 
Section  3 of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938,  of  certain  county  workers  jjfl 
employed  at  the  Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind  U'/ 
and  residing  in  Middlesbrough.  : 


Domiciliary  Assistance. — During  the  year  £44,338  (an  average 
of  £853  per  week)  was  expended  in  domiciliary  assistance  to  registered  1^?' 
blind  persons  compared  with  £30,106  and  £568  respectively  during 
the  year  1938.  On  the  31st  December,  1939,  1,285  blind  persons  were:,'!! 
in  receipt  of  assistance  compared  with  1,148  on  the  corresponding 
date  in  1938.  The  increased  expenditure  in  respect  of  domiciliary y’ti 
assistance  as  compared  with  1938  is  due  to  the  taking  over  from  theell 
Public  Assistance  Committee  of  sighted  dependants  of  blind  personssflr 
and  the  revised  scale  of  assistance  which  came  into  operation  as  fromaji^ 
the  2nd  April,  1939.  Funeral  expenses  were  paid  in  three  cases  at  aa 
total  cost  of  £10  17s.  6d. 


Home  Teachers. — Sixteen  home  teachers  were  employed  by  the. 
institutions  for  the  blind  and  during  the  year  under  review  25,454-i1| 
visits  to  their  homes  in  the  county  were  paid. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. — During  the  year  25  persons  received.'! 
treatment  under  the  County  Council’s  arrangements  for  the  preventionDt 
of  blindness  and  spectacles  were  supplied  in  38  cases.  [ 


Dental  Treatment. — On  the  22nd  February,  1939,  the  County vjii 
Council  approved  the  provision  of  dental  treatment  for  blind  personsir'c 
under  the  Blind  Persons  Act  rather  than  by  way  of  poor  relief,  ance/^ 
such  treatment  was  provided  for  20  cases  during  the  remainder  of  thc^f 
year. 


Wireless  for  the  Blind. — Under  Section  1 of  the  Wireless  Telec's 
graphy  (Blind  Persons  Facilities)  Act,  1926,  181  certificates  enablinpi  i 
blind  persons  to  obtain  free  wireless  licences  were  issued  during  th(i!  t 
year.  ; 

Homes  for  the  Blind. — On  the  31st  December,  1939,  five  blinoi  r. 
persons  were  in  permanent  residence  in  homes  for  the  blind,  the  cos  si 
of  maintenance  being  paid  by  the  County  Council.  f 

Social  Centres — Social  centres  for  the  blind  have  been  maintaineea 
at  Sunderland,  Jarrow,  Seaham  Harbour,  Durham,  Chester-le-Street  9 

and  Middlesbrough.  j 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

Accommodation. — Table  30  shows  the  number  of  beds  availabh  : . 
on  the  31st  December,  1939,  for  males,  females  and  children  {a)  i 
sanatoria  belonging  to  the  County  Council  (5)  in  sanatorium  blocL  , 
provided  by  arrangements  with  other  bodies  for  county  cases  and  (d.  I 
in  sanatoria  belonging  to  other  bodies,  by  arrangement, 


Table  30. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Number  of  bcd.s 
available  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 


Institution 

Beds  for  Pulmon- 
ary Ca.ses. 

Beds  for  Non-pul- 
monary  Cases. 

Adults 

Children 
under  15 

Ad 

ults 

Children 
under  15 

Total 

Beds 

M 

F 

M 

F 

(a)  Holywood  Hall 

148 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

183 

Seaham  Hall 

— 

80 

— 

— 

22 

28 

130 

Earls  House 

— 

39 

— 

— 

39 

78 

{h)  Ford  Hospital 

39 

39 

(Sunderland  R.D.C.) 

Helmington  Row  . 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Tindale  Crescent  

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

(c)  Stannington 

Sanatorium 

25 

75 

100 

Admission  of  county  patients  to  Preston  Hall  Sanatorium,  Kent, 
is  occasionally  arranged. 

The  following  general  hospitals  were  used  for  the  treatment  of 
surgical  tuberculosis  throughout  the  year  : — • 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland. 

Monkwearmouth  and  Southwick  Hospital,  Sunderland. 
Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

Ingham  Infirmary,  South  Shields. 

Durham  County  Hospital,  Durham. 

Sherburn  Hospital,  Nr.  Durham. 

Hartlepools  Hospital,  Hartlepool. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Darlington. 

Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  Stockton. 

War  Memorial  Hospital,  Whickham. 

Holmside  and  South  Moor  Miners’  Welfare  Hospital,  South 
Moor. 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill. 

The  average  accommodation  available  in  the  general  hospitals 
was  35  beds  and  this  together  with  an  average  of  558  beds  available  in 
sanatoria  gives  a total  of  593  beds  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

Waiting  List. — The  following  patients  were  awaiting  admission  to 
sanatoria  and  hospitals  on  the  31st  December,  1939  : — ■ 
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Sanatorium 

Hospital 

N on . 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Adult  males 

— ■ 

— 

2 

Adult  females 

, — 

— 

2 

Boys 

• 

1 

— 

3 

Girls 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

11 

Emergency  Hospital  Scheme. — The  Council’s  three  sanatoria, 
Holywood  Hall,  Earls  House,  and  Seaham  Hall  were  included  in  the 
emergency  hospital  scheme  prepared  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  country  in  time  of  war.  On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities, 
61  beds  in  Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium,  63  beds  in  Earls  House  Sana- 
torium and  52  beds  in  Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium  were  cleared,  in  order 
to  make  room  for  casualties  and  other  cases  which  might  require 
hospital  treatment.  Subsequently,  instructions  were  given  to  the 
sanatoria  to  admit  up  to  their  capacity  cases  of  tuberculosis  that 
required  treatment. 

Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  beds  available  for  patients 
at  Earls  House  caused  by  this  evacuation,  it  became  necessary  to 
secure  ten  additional  beds  in  Stannington  Sanatorium. 

Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium. 

During  the  year,  341  patients  were  admitted  to  this  institution 
and  356  were  discharged.  In  accordance  with  instructions  under 
the  Emergency  Hospitals  Scheme  61  patients  were  discharged  home 
on  the  1st  September.  This  reduced  considerably  the  average  number 
of  beds  occupied  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  The  number 
of  beds  occupied  on  the  31st  December  was  164,  compared  with  179 
on  the  31st  December  of  the  previous  year.  The  average  duration 
of  stay  was  191.6  days. 

X-ray  Department. — During  the  year,  1,893  X-ray  photographs 


were  taken  as  follows  : — 

Chest  . 1,324 

Bones  and  joints  . . ..  . 397 

Abdomen  (barium  meals)  . . 80 

Kidney  ..  ..  23 

Miscellaneous  69 


In  addition,  approximately  1,200  screen  examinations  were  made. 

Collapse  Therapy. — Sixty-seven  cases  were  treated  by  artificial 
pneumothorax  in  1939.  Twenty-four  of  these  were  induced  and  in  6 
of  these  the  treatment  was  abandoned  at  an  early  stage.  In  4 of 
these  6 this  was  due  to  inadequate  collapse,  in  one  owing  to  the  forma- 
tion of  inoperable  adhesions,  and  in  the  remaining  case  to  development 
of  disease  in  the  opposite  side.  Three  other  cases  whose  inductions 
had  been  done  elsewhere  came  here  for  refills  for  a period.  Forty 
cases  in  whom  treatment  was  commenced  in  years  previous  to  1939 
continued  having  refills,  many  of  these  as  out-patients.  Nine  ter- 
minated their  treatment  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Of  these,  four 
were  considered  not  to  require  further  treatment,  and  to  be  quiescent, 
3 left  the  district  and  ceased  to  attend,  and  2 were  given  up  because 
of  unratisfactory  collapse.  The  remaining  31  are  still  under  treatment. 
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Minor  Thoracic  Surgery.  During  the  year  in  six  cases  adhesions 
were  divided.  In  three  the  result  was  satisfactory,  but  in  the  others 
there  was  no  appreciable  benefit. 

Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium. 

During  the  year  215  cases  (pulmonary  127,  non-pulmonary  72, 
non-tuberculosis  15)  were  discharged.  The  increased  number  of 
discharges  is  largely  due  to  the  evacuation  of  patients  during  the 
September  crisis,  and  some  of  these  patients  have  been  re-admitted. 

Treatment  of  patients  by  gold  therapy,  artificial  pneumothorax 
and  surgical  methods  continues,  and  out-patient  pneumothorax  cases 
from  the  sanatorium  and  other  hospital  cases  have  continued  attendance 

X-ray  Department. — The  following  numbers  of  patients  were 


examined  ; — 

Indoor  patients — Chest  . . . . 503 

Indoor  patients — Surgical  155 

Patients  from  tuberculosis  dispensaries  252 

Patients  from  Easington  hospital  12 

Patients  from  Sunderland  R.D.C.  hospital  21 

Nursing  and  domestic  staff  5!) 

Light  Treatment. — -The  following  numbers  of  patients  received 
ray  therapy  : — 

General  U.V.R.  . . (i 

Local  U.V.R.  10 

Infra  Red  Ray  4 


Earls  House  Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  patients  in  residence  at  this  sanatorium  on  the 
1st  January  was  79,  and  at  the  end  of  December  the  number  was  64. 
During  the  year  133  patients  were  admitted  and  148  discharged. 

The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  conducted  during  the  year. 


apparently  affected  by  the  period  of 

evacuation 

in  September 

October,  was  as  follows  : — 

Bones  and 

Chest 

J oints 

In-patients 

168 

97 

Out-patients 

44 

2 

Staff 

25 

2 

Nine  celluloid  .spinal  jackets  and 

three  other 

splints  were  r 

during  1939. 

Hmldtng  Extensions. — The  new  verandah  at  the  west  wing  was 
opened  in  June,  and  in  the  same  month  a new  staff  hostel  was  officially 
opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Treatment. — A new  portable  U.V.R.  lamp  was  purchased  in  May 
and  the  results  obtained  with  it  have  been  very  gratifying. 

Other  Institutions. 

Ford  {Sunderland  R.U.C.).—  During  the  year  06  paliruils  wtuc 
admitted  and  83  discharged. 
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Hehniugton  Hoiv  Hospital. — 24  patients  were  admitted  anrl  2H 
discharged. 

Tindalc  Crescent  Hospital. — 28  patients  were  admitted  and  27 
discharged. 

Siannington  Sanatorium,  Northumberland. — 106  patients  were 
discharged  from  the  sanatorium  and  the  same  number  admitted  for 
treatment.  Among  those  admitted  were  20  children  sent  for  observa- 
tion and  15  of  these  were  diagnosed  as  cases  of  tuberculosis  requiring 
treatment,  while  the  remaining  five  were  sent  home  as  non-tuber- 
culous. 

Satisfactory  results  were  obtained  in  over  88  yer  cent  of  the 
children  discharged,  for  75  of  them  were  well  and  free  from  active 
disease  when  they  left  the  sanatorium  and  19  others  were  classified 
as  improved.  Only  4 T.B.  plus  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year, 
the  low  incidence  of  the  last  few  years  having  been  maintained.  Treat- 
ment by  artificial  pneumothorax  followed  by  phrenic  evulsion  is 
carried  out  in  all  suitable  cases  and  benefit  undoubtedly  results  where 
the  disease  is  not  wides})read.  Where  such  treatment  is  not  possible, 
general  sanatorium  treatment  still  produces  marked  benefit  in  most 
cases  and  gives  the  patient  at  least  a period  of  comparative  well- 
being. 

Conservative  treatment  still  holds  in  bone  and  joint  tuberculosis, 
and  operations  are  undertaken  mainly  for  the  correction  of  deformities. 
Abscesses  are  aspirated  as  a routine  and  neck  glands  excised  in  suitable 
cases  only. 

Heliotherapy  continues  to  give  satisfactory  results  and  patients 
suffering  from  abdominal  tuberculosis  and  superficial  ulceration 
benefit  greatly  from  mercury  vapour  irradiation,  while  natural  sun- 
light is  of  course  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  bone  and  joint  tuber- 
culosis. 

Preston  Hall  Sanatorium,  Kent. — One  ex-service  man  and  two 
dependants  were  in  residence  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Two 
dependants  were  discharged,  leaving  one  ex-service  man  in  residence 
on  the  81st  December. 

District  Work. 

Districts. — There  was  no  alteration  in  the  dispensary  districts 
during  the  year. 

Dispensary  and  Domiciliary  work. — The  total  number  of  persons 
who  attended  the  dispensaries  was  7,276  compared  with  6,929  in 
1938.  Further  statistical  information  regarding  the  work  done  will 
be  found  in  Table  31.  The  number  of  cases  on  the  registers  (4,401) 
represents  a rate  of  5.00  per  1,000  estimated  population  of  the  county. 

Radiography. — During  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  films 
were  made  at  the  request  of  the  district  tuberculosis  officers  : chest, 
1,395;  spine,  pelvis,  and  hip-joint — 100;  knee  and  ankle-joint — 
27,  and  other  regions — 44.  The  number  has  again  increased  compared 
with  previous  years. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment  of  Skin  Tuberculosis. — During  the  year, 
at  the  Skin  Clinic  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
treatment  of  skin  tuberculosis  has  been  carried  on  with  general  ex- 
posure to  ultra-violet  light,  and  locally,  with  the  use  of  the  Firjsen 


Table  31. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Work  done  at  the  twelve  Dispensaries. 


PULM 

ONARY 

Non-Pu] 

LMONARY 

Tot 

AL 

Grand 

Totals 

Summa- 

tion 

Diagnosis. 

Adi 

lilts 

Chil 

dren 

Adults 

Children 

Ad 

ults 

Chil 

dren 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during  the  year 
(excluding  contacts)  : — 

{a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

281 

183 

20 

21 

70 

87 

127 

114 

351 

270 

147 

135 

903 

*{b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

6 

4 

2 

5 

17 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

499 

473 

333 

313 

1618 

2538 

B. — Contacts  examined  during  the  year  : 
{a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

32 

34 

10 

15 

4 

3 

11 

11 

36 

37 

21 

26 

120 

*(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

2 

2 

1 

— 

5 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  

126 

289 

322 

303 

1040 

1165 

C.  — Cases  written  off  the  Dispensary 
Register  as  : — 

(a)  Recovered 

60 

43 

4 

3 

()8 

71 

61 

42 

128 

114 

65 

45 

352 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (including  any 
such  cases  previously  diagnosed 
and  entered  on  the  Dispensary 
Register  as  Tuberculous) 

643 

790 

665 

621 

2719 

3071 

D.  — Number  of  Cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  December  31st  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

1132 

912 

1 14 

106 

502 

5()4 

589 

482 

1634 

1476 

703 

588 

4401 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

1 

1 

8 

6 

3 

5 

22 

4423 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register 


on  January  1st,  1939  ....  ...  4372 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other 
areas  and  cases  returned  after  dis- 
charge under  Head  3 in  previous 
years  J 45 

3 Nnuiber  of  cases  transferred  to  other 

areas,  cases  not  desiring  further 
assistance  under  the  scheme,  and 
cases  “lost  sight  of”  279 

4 Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as 

Dead  (all  causes)  448 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dis- 
pensary (including  Contacts)  20134 

G.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under 

Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the  31st 

December 408 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical 
practitioners  : — 

(а)  Personal 798 

(б)  Other  2634 


8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers 
to  homes  (including  personal  con- 
sultations)   2556 

!).  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health 
Visitors  to  homes  for  Dispensary 
purposes  . 17899 

10.  Number  of  ; — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  exam- 
ined   ...  1708 

(b)  X-ray  examination  made  in  con- 

nexion with  Dispensary  work  1566 

11.  Number  of  “Recovered’'  cases  restored 

to  Dispensary  Register,  and  included 

in  A (a)  and  A {b)  above  24 

12.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  Dis- 

pensary Register  on  December  31st 
1939  1172 


(B)  Number  of  Dispensaries  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 

(excluding  centres  used  only  for  special  forms  of  treatment)’ 


Provided  by  the  Council — Twelve. 

Provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies — Nil. 

* i.e.,  remaining  undiagnosed  on  31st  December. 
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Lomholt  lamps  and  by  scraping  and  cauterisation.  The  latter  treat- 
ment undoubtedly  shortens  the  period  of  the  disease  and  patients 
are  taken  into  the  wards  for  this  purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  Finsen  Lomholt  lamjjs,  which  liave  now  been 
in  use  for  a full  year,  the  results  are  most  encouraging. 

The  number  of  new  cases  who  commenced  treatment  during  the 
year  was  51  compared  with  72  in  the  ])revious  year.  The  total  number 
of  treatments  given  during  the  year  was  4,518  compared  with  5,179 


in  1938. 


Surgical  Appliances. — During  the  year  orthopaedic  appliances 
were  supplied  to  95  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  tuber- 
culosis officers. 

Dental  Treatment. — As  in  former  years,  provision  was  made  for 
dental  treatment  in  institutions  for  certain  patients  who  were  in  poor 
financial  circumstances. 

Sanitary  Defects. — The  county  health  visitors  reported  92  such 
• defects  existing  in  houses  where  a notified  tuberculous  patient  was  in 
residence. 

Ministry  of  Pensions. — Two  reports  on  ex-service  pensioners 
were  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  during  the  year. 

School  Medical  Department. — The  number  of  suspected  tuber- 
culous school  children  referred  to  the  dispensaries  by  assistant  school 
medical  officers  was  75  (42  boys  and  33  girls),  and  the  district  tuber- 
culosis officers  found  that  of  this  number  8 boys  and  8 girls  were 
tuberculous. 

Home  Nursing. — Grants  are  made  by  the  County  Council,  through 
the  County  Nursing  Association  to  affiliated  district  nursing  associa- 
tiour  in  the  administrative  county  in  connection  with  the  home  nursing 
of  tuberculous  patients.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  district  nurses 
during  the  year  was  2,514. 

Open-air  Shelters. — At  the  beginning  of  the  yenr  tliere  were  42 
shelters  in  use  and  38  awaiting  removal.  During  the  year  24  were 
removed  from  patients  who  had  no  further  use  for  them  and  were 
erected  for  other  patients  or  stored.  The  total  number  of  shelters 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  80,  of  which  number  29  were  in  use  and  51 
awaiting  removal. 

Care  and  After-Care. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work 
done  by  the  seven  district  care  committees  : — 


Extra  nourishment 
Clothing  and/or  boots 
Bedsteads  and  bedding 


599 

238 

21 

12 

1 

13 


Dental  treatment 

Suitable  employment  arranged 

Appliances 

Referred  to  Public  Assistance  Committees 


and  other  bodies 
Home  help  provided 


78 

9 

13 


No  action 


Grants  ha\'e  been  made  to  H cas<‘s  under  tlie  scheme  for  assistance 
in  the  ])ayment  of  rent. 

Ocaipational  Incidence. — J'fiere  is  no  evidence  of  any  marked 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  any  special  occupation. 

Incidknck  and  Mortality. 

Notification. — d'he  number  of  jirimary  notifications  received 
during  the  year  was  1 , 1 !)!)  (Tables  .‘12,  .‘l.’l  and  34).  In  addition,  informa- 
tion was  obtained  other  than  by  formal  notification  in  respect  of 
1 h.T  cases  (Table  3.^). 


Incidence. — Xew  cases  coming  to  mdice  during  the  year  numbered 
1,22.5  (Table  3()).  'I'his  gives  an  incidence  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis of  1.31)  per  1,000  estimated  iiopulation.  Of  these  new  cases 
287  died  within  the  year. 

Deaths  and  Death-rates. — Tables  37  and  38  give  the  numbers  of 
deaths  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  by  age  in 
the  separate  county  districts.  Deaths  in  the  county  as  a whole  dis-. 
tinguishing  age  and  sex  for  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  forms  of 
the  disease  are  given  in  Table  36.  In  Tables  39  and  40  the  death-rates 
from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  boroughs 
and  in  the  urban  and  rural  districts  of  the  administrative  county  are 
compared. 


Table  32. 

.Administrative  Counta^  of  Durham,  1939. — Tuberculosis 

Notifications. 


Formal  Notifications. 


No.  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

Total 

Total* 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

(all  ages) 

Notifica- 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

o’r 

tions 

Pulmonary  : 
Males 

5 

4 

18 

62 

49 

76 

70 

75 

44 

4 

407 

428 

Females 

Non- 

2 

8 

9 

29 

53 

49 

65 

43 

22 

11 

4 

295 

308 

pulmonary 

Males 

5 

35 

80 

41 

32 

22 

19 

7 

5 

6 

1 

253 

260 

Females 

3 

22 

59 

57 

38 

24 

18 

12 

5 

6 

244 

253 

Totals  . 

10 

70  152 

! 

145 

185 

144 

178 

132 

107 

67 

9 

1199 

1249 

♦ 


Includes  duplicate  notifications. 


Fable  3.‘F 

Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Notifications  of  Tuber- 
' culosis  in  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


Primary  Notifications  of  new 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

I'RBAN. 

Durham 

3 

() 

5 

6 

Hartlepool 

15 

12 

7 

3 

J arrow 

27 

22 

10 

10 

Stockton 

41 

34 

10 

18 

Barnard  Castle 

_ 

i 

— 



Billingham 

11 

6 

2 

7 

Bishop  Auckland 

13 

4 

11 

12 

Blaydon 

17 

4 

3 

5 

Boldon 

8 

6 

: 7 

4 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

5 

5 

' 11 

8 

Chester-le-Street  • . . 

9 

3 

9 

4 

Consett 

19 

14 

9 

4 

Crook  and  Willington 

13 

3 

i 6 

4 

Felling 

13 

12 

! 5 

7 

Hebburn 

20 

8 

12 

11 

Hetton 

6 

5 

3 

1 

Houghton-le-Spring 

12 

10 

4 

8 

Ryton 

5 

1 

3 

2 

Seaham 

10 

14 

7 

5 

Shildon 

4 

5 

7 

5 

Spennymoor 

10 

2 

1 

5 

Stanley 

13 

25 

18 

4 

Tow  Law 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Washington 

7 

1 1 

4 

3 

Whickham 

12 

5 

4 

3 

Totals 

294 

217 

160 

152 

RURAL. 

Barnard  Castle  . 

2 

6 

2 

2 

Chester-le-Street 

22 

18 

8 

18 

Darlington 

1 

— 

3 

4 

Durham 

14 

9 

10 

10 

Easington 

40 

20 

36 

35 

Lanchester 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Sedgefield 

10 

7 

16 

6 

Stockton 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Sunderland 

16 

8 

9 

9 

Weardale 

3 

4 

3 

3 

Totals  . . 

113 

78  ' 

93 

92 

Administrative  County 

407 

295 

253 

244 

Table  34. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Primary  notiiications 

of  Tuberculosis,  1930-1939 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

1 930 

951 

743 

1,694 

1931 

889 

712 

1,601 

1932 

898 

793 

1,691 

1933 

805 

614 

1,419 

1934 

824 

591 

1,415 

1935  

748 

542 

1,290 

193()  

753 

554 

1,307 

1937  

732 

5:^4 

1,256 

1938 

(549 

572 

1,221 

1939  

702 

497 

1,199 

Table  35. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — New  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

otherwise  than  by  Formal  Notification. 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 

1 

Age  Periods. 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

up- 

wards. 

Total. 

Pulmonary — 
Males 

4 

5 

10 

11 

13 

7 

3 

53 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

8 

20 

3 

7 

2 

1 

56 

Non-Pulmonary  . 
Males 

6 

O 

3 

2 

4 

9 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

30 

Females 

1 

5 

6 

2 

2 

9 

3 

2 

1 

2 

26 

Totals 

7 

7 

9 

6 

23 

17 

35 

19 

22 

14 

6 

165. 

The  source  or  sources  from  which  information  as  to  the 
above-mentioned  cases  was  obtained  : — 


1 

Source  of  Information. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Death  Returns — from  local  Registrars 

38 

!•> 

iJeath  Returns — transferable  deaths  from  Re- 
gistrar General 

16 

21 

Posthumous  notifications 

8 

7 

“Transfers”  from  other  areas  (other  than 
transferable  deaths) 

47 

16 

CTher  Sources,  if  anv  

57 


Table  36. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1939. — Tuberculosis,  New  Cases 


and  Mortality. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

, 

Non- 

Respiratory 

• 

M 

F 

« 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

. ■ , 

2 

6 

3 



7 

0 

1 

5 

8 

38 

22 

2 

2 

12 

13 

5 

5 

9 

82 

60 

1 

4 

6 

2 

10 

18 

29 

43 

59 

— 

5 

6 

5 

15 

62 

53 

33 

42 

31 

30 

16 

8 

20 

49 

49 

24 

24 

27 

49 

5 

4 

25 

76 

65 

21 

19 

57 

56 

6 

5 

35 

70 

43 

7 

12 

61 

27 

2 

4 

45 

76 

22 

5 

5 

66 

23 

3 

2 

55 

45 

11 

6 

7 

38 

13 

3 

5 

65  and 
upwards 

4 

4 

1 

9 

8 

1 

1 

Totals 

410 

295 

266 

254 

292 

217 

67 

54 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculous  deaths  to  total  tuberculous 
deaths  is  16.2%  compared  with  15.2%  for  the  previous  year.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  induce  medical  practitioners  either  to  notify  cases 
or  to  send  them  to  dispensaries  as  soon  as  tuberculosis  is  diagnosed. 

Of  the  cases  actually  coming  under  the  supervision  of  the  tuber- 
culosis medical  officers  during  1939,  2.1%  were  unnotified  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


58 


'I'ablk  37. 

Administratin’!':  ('duntn'  oi'’  Di'riiam,  1!»3!). — Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


District. 
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1 

Durham  Borough 



1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1L‘ 

Hartlepool  Borough 

— 

1 

1 

7 

o 

6 

2 

- — ■ 

2ib 

J arrow  Borough 

— 

1 

1 

7 

3 

8 

2 

2 

— 

3L 

Stockton  Borough 

— 
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— 

4 

G 

11 

12 

10 

3 

2 

4t;: 

Barnard  Castle' 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

1 

* >v 

Billingham 



— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

>) 

3 

— 

1 

L:; 

Bishop  Auckland 
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1 
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Totals 

— 

4 

3 

4 

43 

5G 

82 

64 

64 

40 

14 

371|E 

RURAL. 
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22 
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f 
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i 2 

— 
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— 

— 

— 
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1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 
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4 

! 2 

! 3 

1 

1^ 

Weardale 
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— 
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— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 1 

i 

1 

i 

Totals 



— 

2 

1 

18 

20 

31 

24 

1 25 

11 

3 

iJ 

Adminis.  County 

— 

4 

5 

5 

61 

76 

113 

88 

^ 89 

51 

17 

50^ 

5!  I 


'['able  Ii8. 


t.\DMiNisTpATi\’K  CouNTV  oi''  Di^rmam,  1 — Deaths  from  non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis. 


De 
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at  Subjoined 

Aged 
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' District. 
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1 
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2 
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4 
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— 
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3 
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1 
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— 
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— 

2 
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RURAL. 
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FJ 

8 
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I 


()0 

Table  39. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rateje-i 

1936-1939. 


Rate  j)er  1,000  Living. 

1935 

1930 

1937 

1938 

19331 

Municipal  Boroughs 

0.70 

0.72 

0.70 

0.71 

0.854 

Other  Urban  Districts 

0.74 

0.07 

0.58 

0.51 

0.55 

Rural  Districts 

0.58 

0.53 

0.53 

0.48 

0.50 

Administrative  County 

0.07 

0.02 

0.59 

*0.53 

O.SStj 

England  and  Wales 

O.Gl 

0.58 

0.58 

0.53 

0.52?: 

^Lowest  on  record  for  this  administrative  county. 


Table  40. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Non-Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death 

rates,  1935-39. 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1935 

1930 

1937 

1938 

193o 

f 

Municipal  Boroughs  

0.18 

0.12 

0.20 

0.15 

O.K 

Other  Urban  Districts 

0.10 

0.15 

0.13 

0.14 

0.14 

Rural  Districts 

0.15 

0.10 

0.10 

0.13 

0.1c 

Administrative  County 

0.10 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

England  and  Wales 

0.11 

0.11 

0.11 

0.10 

0.09 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Table  41  shows  the  numbers  of  patients  from  the  administrative  county  d^- 
with  at  treatment  centres  for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 


I 


Table  41. 

Administrative  County  of  Durh.vm,  1989. — Number  of  venereal  diseases  patients  dealt  with  at  treatment  centres  tor  the 

first  time. 
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y 


Table  42  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  from 
the  county  area  which  attended  the  Durham,  Stockton,  and  Newcastle 

treatment  centres. 


Table  42 


Treatment  centres. 

Sex 

1 

Durham  i 
County 
Hospital 

Stockton  & 
Thornaby  ‘ 
Hospital 

Newcastle 

G eneral 
Hospital 

Totals. 

Male 

7 

4 

2 

13 

Female 

1 

8 

7 

20 

I 

Totals 

1 1^ 

12 

i 

9 

. 

39 

• 

EVACUATION. 


Under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  the  following  arrange-  • 
ments  were  made  for  the  reception  of  expectant  mothers. 


0 

(1).  A list  of  householders  who  were  prepared  to  receive  expectant  ‘i 
mothers  into  their  homes  was  compiled. 


(2h  Hardwick  Hall,  Sedgefield,  was  adapted  as  an  Emergency  ^ 
Maternity  Home  for  40  patients,  and  an  offer  by  the  owner  of  a 
at  Grea/stainton  to  receive  6 mothers  for  confinement  was  accepted,  j 


(3)  To  relieve  possible  congestion  at  the  County  Maternity.. 
Home  Bishop  Auckland,  a house  at  Etherley  was  taken  and  adapted 

as  a histel  to  which  mothers  and  babies  were  f .J 

Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge,  was  used  as  a hostel  to  accom  d 
modate  mothers  and  babies  from  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital  and  the  ^ 
County  Maternity  Home  and  expectant  mothers  awaiting  admission  ^ 


to  these  maternity  homes. 


Necessary  equipment  was  provided  and  the  emergency  maternity  j 

home  was  staffed  by  midwives  from  the  ®™“^**°fTerthrinSa?S 
matron  seconded  from  the  County  Midwifery  Staff.  Under  the  initial 

arrangements  294  expectant  mothers  were  received  into  the  county  , d 
reception  areas. 


CIVIL  DEFENCE. 


Since  1935  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  preparations  i 


which  might  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  civil  population 
should  war  occur,  and  these  had  been  accelerated  by  the  events  o 
■August  and  September,  193B. 


Emevsency  Hospital  Sclieme.:—Eh&  organisation  for  the  provision 
of  hospital  accommodation  for  civilian  and  military  casualties  prepare 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  included  practically  every  hospital  mtht: 
County.  By  discharging  patients  fit  to  go  home  and  by  sett m^  UL 
additiLal  beds,  3,800  beds  were  made  available  for 
September.  As  it  happened,  few  were  required  and  before  tlie  e 
of  the  year  it  became  possible  to  resume  admission  ol  casCM,  paitimla  > 

to  sanatoria. 


TABL£  A. 

Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  etc.,  within  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 


OF  THE  Administrative  County  of  Durham — 1939. 


Reg.  Gen’s  Estimated 

Resident  Population 

Live  Births. 

Comparability 

Area 

Death 

-rate. 

Death-rat< 

Infant 

Total 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

in 

Acres. 

{a) 

For  the 

{h) 

For  the 

(a) 

For  the 

(b) 

Still 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

from  seven 
principal 
infective 
diseases 

Mortality 

rate 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Lung 

Diseases 

occurring 

outside 

calculation 

calculation 

calculation 

calculation 

Factor 

Rate 

per  1,000 
Births. 

rate. 

Death- 

Death- 

District 

District 

of  Birth- 

of  Death 

of  Birth- 

of  Mort. 

rate. 

rate. 

included. 

excluded. 

rates. 

rates. 

rates. 

rates. 

BOROUGHS. 

Durham  - 

Hartlepool 

S.  K.  Young,  M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 
W.  V.  Macfarlane,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 

4,048 

1,472 

19,320 

19,090 

295 

295 

6 

205 

15.3 

10.7 

1.01 

10.9 

0.10 

37 

0.68 

0.89 

0.42 

27 

129 

D.P.H 

Robt.  A.  Good,  M.B.,  D.Ch., 

17,870 

17,320 

332 

332 

11 

260 

18.6 

14.4 

1.15 

16.6 

0.36 

76 

1.27 

1.50 

1.50 

53 

60 

Jarrow 

B.A.O..  D.P.H 

1,697 

30,700 

29,830 

526 

524 

23 

466 

17.1 

16.3 

1.16 

17.6 

0.37 

63 

1.04 

1.14 

1.28 

140 

2 

Stockton  

E.  H.  T.  Nash,  M.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 

5,466 

67,460 

67,270 

1,259 

1,268 

61 

870 

18.7 

12.9 

1.11 

14.4 

0.30 

66 

0.71 

0.85 

1.00 

49 

no 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 
Barnard  Castle 

R.  C.  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

569 

3,950 

4,116 

47 

51 

1 

61 

11.9 

14.8 

0.81 

12.0 

0.24 

118 

0.49 

0.97 

0.49 

13 

9 

Billingham 

T.  J.  Kirk,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

7,865 

20,930 

20,760 

420 

422 

21 

183 

20.1 

8.8 

1.40 

12.3 

0.48 

64 

0.58 

0.77 

0.92 

48 

4 

Bishop  Auckland 

H.  G.  Donald,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

9,332 

35,110 

35,290 

609 

634 

29 

468 

17.4 

13.3 

1.09 

14.6 

0.17 

63 

0.40 

0.48 

0.68 

52 

87 

Blavdon 

T.  M.  Clayton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

9,236 

D.P.H 

30,580 

30,400 

519 

519 

31 

365 

17.0 

11.7 

1.18 

13.8 

0.20 

52 

0.66 

0.69 

0.95 

95 

4 

Boldon  

J.  Cleminson,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

8,400 

D.P.H 

16,710 

16,390 

241 

243 

8 

203 

14.4 

12.4 

1.13 

14.0 

0.43 

54 

0.37 

0.61 

0.24 

65 

3 

Brandon  & Bvshottles  . ...  i 

S.  K.  Young,  M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

8,224 

19,570 

19,560 

306 

318 

14 

240 

15.6 

12.3 

1.15 

14.1 

0.26 

69 

0.66 

0.82 

0.97 

41 

3 

Chester-le-Street 

J.  D.  Trail,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

2,656 

17,520 

17,510 

259 

260 

9 

219 

14.8 

12.5 

1.12 

14.0 

0.17 

96 

0.63 

0.63 

0.40 

37 

136 

Consett 

J.  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

10,042 

D.P.H 

37,340 

37,420 

705 

705 

36 

465 

18.9 

12.2 

1.19 

14.5 

0.40 

72 

0.61 

0.67 

0.83 

104 

23 

Crook  and  Willington 

Felling  

F.  Lishman,  M.B.,  B.S 

W.  D.  M.  Alillar,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

15,476 

27,810 

28,080 

362 

370 

26 

350 

13.0 

12.5 

1.12 

14.0 

0.04 

51 

0.57 

0.71 

0.78 

73 

15 

D.P.H 

3,349 

26,080 

25,480 

378 

380 

17 

319 

14.5 

12.5 

1.17 

14.7 

0.24 

76 

0.71 

0.90 

0.51 

79 

7 

Hebbum 

J.  A.  Forrest,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

D.P.H 

1,654 

23,490 

22,930 

414 

414 

22 

276 

17.6 

12.0 

1.22 

14.6 

0.22 

46 

1.13 

1.40 

0.61 

88 

5 

Hetton 

R.  Macleod,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

4,551 

19,360 

19,280 

365 

358 

13 

207 

18.3 

10.7 

1.19 

12.8 

0.26 

36 

0.62 

0.67 

0.78 

53 

2 

Honghton-le-Sprmg 

Lilian  A.  M.  Johnston,  B.Sc., 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

5,026 

29,490 

29,160 

482 

483 

20 

317 

16.4 

10.9 

1.18 

12.8 

0.07 

43 

0.41 

0.58 

0.93 

75 

41 

Ryton 

T.  M.  Clayton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

47 

0.07 

0.07 

0.66 

38 

9 

D.P.H 

5,145 

13,670 

13,660 

191 

191 

10 

164 

14.0 

12.0 

1.17 

14.1 

0.07 

Seaham 

J.  R.  Hetherington,  L.R.C.P.,  and 

1.22 

78 

0.57 

0.78 

0.82 

84 

22 

S.E.,  L.R.F.P.  and  S.G.,  D.P.H. 

2,469 

29,100 

28,210 

485 

487 

21 

298 

16.7 

10.6 

12.9 

0.35 

Siuldon 

P.  V.  Anderson,  M.B.,  B.S.,. (acting) 

4,970 

13,770 

13,830 

225 

228 

9 

158 

16.3 

11.4 

1.08 

12.3 

0.07 

44 

0.22 

0.51 

0.51 

25 

2 

Spennymoor 

S.  V.  Tinsley,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

7,543 

19,040 

18,780 

290 

297 

18 

236 

15.2 

12.5 

1.16 

14.5 

0.11 

17 

0.80 

1.01 

0.43 

59 

Stanley 

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

and  W.  M.  Morison,  L.R.C.P., 

S L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P. S.,  D.P.H. 

12,668 

50,020 

49,730 

718 

723 

37 

594 

14.4 

11.9 

1.19 

14.2 

0.14 

75 

0.36 

0.50 

0.76 

130 

3 

1 

Tow  Law 

1 A.  Charlton,  M.B.,  B.S.  

477 

3,280 

3,264 

55 

55 

1 

40 

16.8 

12.3 

1.06 

13.0 

0.31 

73 

0.61 

u.y2 

0.61 

13 

Washington 

; W.  D.  M.  MiUar,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 
i D.P.H 

5,758 

16,980 

16,970 

305 

305 

9 

188 

18.0 

11.1 

1.22 

13.5 

0.29 

46 

0.41 

0.47 

0.77 

48 

1 

Whickham 

. T.  M.  Clayton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

: D.P.H 

6,074 

22,660 

22,290 

398 

394 

15 

262 

17.7 

11.8 

1.15 

13.5 

0.31 

41 

0.58 

0.72 

0.76 

54 

24 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Barnard  Castle 

.1  R.  C.  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

110,118 

17,190 

17,520 

256 

257 

8 

222 

14.9 

12.7 

1.00 

12.7 

0.23 

54 

0.46 

0.51 

0.51 

39 

8 

Chester-le-Street 

G.  MiUar,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy., 

642 

12.0 

1.19 

14.3 

0.24 

81 

0.69 

0.76 

0.57 

132 

8 

D.P.H 

22,223 

42,480 

42,160 

643 

22 

507 

16.1 

Darlington 

Durham 

, T.  L.  Wormald,  M.D.,  B.S. , B.Hy., 

D.P.H 

K.  Falconer,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

t 

1 45,128 
34,598 

8,859 

32,080 

9,076 

32,310 

129 

527 

133 

539 

7 

27 

108 

373 

14.6 

16.4 

11.9 

11.5 

1.00 

1.15 

11.9 

13.3 

0.22 

0.31 

38 

69 

81 

0.77 

0.46 

0.46 

0.99 

0.59 

0.59 

0.33 

0.74 

0.94 

31 

57 

128 

11 

48 

64 

Easington 

■ W.  Grant,  M.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

34,663 

80,790 

80,890 

1,527 

1,541 

63 

925 

18.9 

11.4 

1.24 

14.2 

0.48 

Lanchester 

, J.  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

'’dph 

1 

14.0 

11.6 

1.11 

12.9 

33 

0 4-5 

0.58 

0.65 

41 

99 

44,243 

1 15,260 

16,440 

214 

214 

8 

179 

65  ; 

0^32  1 

1 

0.41 

0.41 

77 

174 

Sedgefield 

J.  C.  V.  Hindhaugh,  M.B.,  B.S. 

39,266 

! 33,650 

34,060 

527 

535 

27 

364 

15.7 

10.7 

1.17 

12.5 

0.41 

6 

Stockton 

T.  J.  Kirk,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  and 
G.  S.  Mather,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

41,118 

7,164 

7,330 

120 

120 

3 

94 

16.8 

12.8 

1.06 

13.6 

0.14 

58 

0.41 

0.55 

0.27 

29 

Sunderland 

J.  Cleminson,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 
D P H . 

8,360 

24,180 

24,080 

405 

410 

17 

292 

16.8 

12.1 

1.18 

14.3 

0.12 

61 

40 

63 

0.54 

0 53 

0.75 

0.85 

0.46 

0.53 

90 

24 

48 

42 

Weardale 

Administrative  ( 

James  Bannerman,  M.B.,  C.M. 

^untv 

99,513 

-1 

1 623,260 

8,947 

882,300 

9,364 

878,800 

126 

14,648 

126 

14,764 

4 

664 

128 

10,664 

14.1 

16.6 

13.7 

12.0 

0.98 

1.15 

13.4 

13.8 

0.26  1 

0.58 

0.72 

0.75  ; 

2,191  i 

1,199 

TABLE  B. 

Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham — 1939. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


LiOjAa  Dib.KlCTS. 

DbtIui— 

Hartlepccl  

Jan-ovr  __ 

StocixcL 
SiTLard  Castle 
Rniingr-  — 

Bishop  Auckland 

Blaydon 

Bddon 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 

Cbester-le-Street 

Coaisctt 

Crook  aUG  W illin^on 
Felling 

Hebbam 
Hetton 


205 

250 


11 

25 


1 ! 


456  33 

870  83 


61 
183  27 

468  . 40 
355  i 27 
203  13 

240  22 


o 

15 


6 — 


219 

455 

350 


25 

51 

19 


319  29 

275  i 19 


Hocghtcn-le- Spring 

Ryton  

Seaham 

Shildon  

Spennymoor  

Stanley 
Tow  Law 

^ ashinetcn 
Whickhlnr 

totals  u.d.-s 

RDRAL  DISTRICTS. 

"®^Td  Castle .. 

Chester-le-Street 

Darlington 

Durham 

Easington 

Lanchester 

SedgeBeld 

Stockton 

Sunderland 

Weardale 


207  i 13 
317  i 21 
I 164  ! 9 
: 298  38 

. 158  j 10 

! 235  ; 5 

i 594  54 

! 40  1 4 

188  ' 14 
. 262  16 


7,372  ;614 


222 

507 

108 


373  I 37 
925  125 


179 


364  1 35 


94 


292  ! 25 
128  6 


94 


3,192  312 


totals  R,D.'S 


Administrative  Count v'  1 0 , 564 


926 


33 


104 


169 


280 


52 


146 


76 


245 


135 


415 


ifi 

i, 

T3 

C 

3 

*2 

to 

45  and  under  65 

1 65  and  under  75 

75  and  upwards 

Smallpox, 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever 

' Measles, 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis. 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Erysipelas. 

Influenza. 

Cancer, 

Malignant 

Disease, 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Appendicitis. 

Other  Septic 

Diseases. 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis. 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis. 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

Lobar 

Pneumonia 

Pneumonia 

(all  other  forme;) 

Under 

2. 

Over 

2. 

26 

47 

51 

49 

2 

1 

4 

24 

1 

1 

2 

13 

1 

3 

4 

3 

26 

69 

48 

62 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

I 

— 

— 

— 



35 

1 

1 

3 

22 

— 

3 

1 

7 

12 

3 

3 

54 

114 

102 

103 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 





9 

50 

2 

1 

6 

31 

2 

1 

— 

10 

19 

6 

2 

77 

240 

189 

206 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

3 

8 

6 

— 

— 

I 

14 

90 

4 

10 

11 

48 

5 

1 

3 

19 

31 

12 

4 

2 

13 

17 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 











10 

1 





2 

1 



1 



2 

— 

— 

22 

47 

33 

28 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 









20 





3 

12 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

9 

1 

33 

129 

119 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

8 

50 

2 

3 

5 

14 

— 

3 

— 

10 

9 

2 

3 

41 

90 

89 

84 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

— 

— 

1 

41 

1 

1 

4 

20 

1 

— 

— 

9 

13 

7 

— 

21 

51 

62 

51 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

31 

— 

1 

4 

6 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

21 

74 

57 

49 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

31 

— 

1 

3 

13 

2 

1 

— 

8 

6 

1 

3 

13 

61 

64 

42 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

40 

— 

5 

11 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

49 

124 

107 

85 

— 

— 

11 

__ 



1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

12 

46 

4 

3 

3 

23 

1 



1 

6 

15 

8 

1 

30 

106 

100 

78 

— 







1 





— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

53 

2 

3 

4 

16 

2 

2 

— 

8 

10 

3 

— 

23 

88 

85 

69 

— 

— 

2 





1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

9 

38 

1 

— 

2 

18 

2 

3 

— 

5 

3 

5 

— 

32 

65 

72 

51 

_ 



2 



1 



2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

37 

6 

3 

2 

26 

6 

1 

— 

9 

2 

1 

1 

20 

60 

64 

43 

— 

— 

2 



1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

29 

— 

1 

1 

12 

— 

— 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

27 

83 

87 

73 

— 

— 





— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

29 

1 

3 

4 

12 

2 

2 

1 

3 

10 

4 

9 

18 

42 

44 

42 





1 









1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 



— 

1 

7 

1 

— 

29 

67 

62 

65 

— 



4 





2 

4 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

27 

3 

— 

3 

16 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

4 

9 

13 

30 

45 

49 

— 











1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

22 



— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

21 

62 

58 

68 

3 

23 

1 

— 

2 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

50 

157 

178 

113 

— 



6 





— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— ' 

5 

84 

4 

2 

— 

18 

1 

2 

3 

8 

19 

4 

6 

7 

5 

11 

8 













1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

26 

50 

43 

35 





5 









— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

28 

1 

1 

3 

7 

— 

— 

1 

8 

3 

1 

1 

24 

79 

73 

63 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

32 

4 

1 

— 

13 

2 

1 

— 

6 

5 

2 

3 

705 

1,953 

1,840 

1,648 

— 

3 

65 

1 

9 

22 

45 

20 

3 

10 

5 

97 

888 

40 

39 

74 

374 

40 

25 

21 

145 

193 

81 

48 

17 

48 

68 

63 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

33 

1 

1 

3 

8 

1 

6 

2 

1 

60 

132 

125 

102 





4 



' 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

7 

70 

3 

3 

4 

29 

1 

2 

— 

7 

6 

8 

12 

24 

32 

27 



1 

1 









— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

10 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

100 

81 

91 





7 



1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

5 

46 

3 

2 

3 

15 

2 

2 

— 

6 

11 

4 

3 

99 

208 

196 

181 



4 

23 



1 

5 

6 

3 

— 

4 

2 

9 

107 

7 

6 

16 

37 

6 

3 

2 

30 

32 

11 

2 

9 

50 

49 

46 

1 

18 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

2 

2 

43 

95 

84 

70 





7 



5 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

36 

7 

1 

5 

11 

2 

— 

1 

2 

6 

3 

3 

9 

21 

25 

28 



— 

1 



__ 





— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

80 

70 

67 

2 







1 

— 

— 

1 



1 

47 

2 

2 

3 

13 

3 

2 

— 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

30 

46 

33 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

2 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

312 

788 

776 

708 

— 

6 

46 

— 

7 

11 

13 

5 

— 

11 

3 

40 

387 

27 

17 

38 

135 

21 

10 

4 

59 

65 

33 

15 

1,017 

2,741 

2,616 

2,354 

— 

9 

111 

1 

16 

33 

58 

26 

3 

21 

8 

137 

1,275 

87 

66 

112 

609 

61 

35 

25 

204 

258 

114 

63 

Deaths  from  Subjoined  Causes. 


a 2 
Q'kc 


Om-0 


109 


46 


Cirrhosis  of  j 

Liver. 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  Disease 

Puerperal 

Sepsis, 

Other  diseases 

1 of  Pregnancy, 

Childbirth  & the 

Puerperal  State 

Congenital 

' Malformation, 

Premature 

Birth,  Con- 

genita Debility 

1 

5 

2 

1 

7 



4 

— 

2 

6 



8 

1 

4 

8 

2 

32 

1 

6 

36 



2 

— 

— 

3 



3 

— 

2 

12 

2 

17 

2 

2 

18 



13 

— 

2 

6 

3 

7 

— 

— 

6 



10 

1 

1 

3 



14 

— 

1 

14 



17 

1 

1 

24 

1 

7 

1 

1 

8 



4 

1 

1 

17 

. 

5 

2 

2 

10 

3 

7 

1 

— 

4 

1 

8 

2 

1 

8 



4 

— 

2 

2 
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Casualty  Service.  During  1939  training  of  \'olunteers  in  first 
aid  proceeded  activ^ely  and  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  first 
aid  parties,  first  aid  posts  and  points,  and  an  emergency  anbulance 
service  were  prepared.  In  September,  premises  which  had  been 
previously  selected,  were  brought  into  use  as  improvised  first  aid 
posts  and  depots  for  parties  and  ambulances  and  medical  equipment 
and  stores  were  issued.  Steps  were  taken  to  fit  tlie  buildings  by 
adaption  for  the  purpose  they  had  to  fulfil.  In  September  more 
than  9,500  persons  were  already  enrolled  in  the  casualty  .service  and 
suitable  members  of  the  first  aid  personnel  previously  selected  were 
employed  on  a full  time  basis.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 
numbers  in  the  various  sections  of  the  service  had  been  allocated  to 
duty 

Part-time  W hole-time . 


First  aid  parties 

2,247 

466 

.\mbulance  service 

1 ,348 

335 

h'irst  aid  posts 

1 ,497 

344 

i),  1 0*4 

1,145 

Transport  was  at  first  provided  for  first  aid  parties  and  casualties 
by  enrolling  on  a part-time  basis  or  hiring  cars  and  vans.  By  the  end 
of  the  year,  however,  arrangements  to  replace  these  by  wholetime 
\ ehicles,  purchased  and  adapted  for  the  purpose,  were  well  advanced. 

Nursing  Staff.  To  meet  the  need  hn  nursing  staff  required  by 
the  expanded  hospital  service  the  local  hmiergency  Committee  for  the 
Nursing  Profession  was  established  in  .\pril  and  undertook  the  enrol- 
ment and  training  of  recruits  to  the  Ci\’il  Nursing  Reserve.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  325  nurses  and  nursing  auxiliaries  had  been  recruited 
to  the  service. 

Casualty  Bureau.  A casualty  bureau  was  established  in  the 
Health  Department  to  maintain,  collate  and  transmit  records  of 
casualties  and  hospital  accommodation. 
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